
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A DELEGATION FROM ALGERIA VISITS THE 
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR TRAFFIC 

 
A delegation from Algeria participated in a visit to the Directorate-General 
for Traffic on 29-30 September 2025, in Madrid. The Algerian delegation 

included competent authorities responsible for traffic and security and 
were accompanied by the Directorate-General for International Relations 
and Foreign Affairs of the Ministry of the Interior.  
 
During the first day of the visit, the 
delegation visited the DGT Central 
Services in Madrid where different 
issues were discussed and debated 
with DGT experts. In particular, the 
organization and operation of DGT 
were explained, and topics such as 
the penalty-points driving license 
system, the register of traffic 
offences, traffic management and surveillance, and various aspects of 
road safety education and training were addressed. This first day ended 
with a visit to the Traffic Management Centre, located on the same 
premises. Finally, during the second day, the Algerian delegation visited 
the Headquarters of the Traffic Division of the Guardia Civil. 
 

 
 

 

VISIT OF A MAURITANIAN DELEGATION TO THE 
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR TRAFFIC 

 
On 21-23 October 2025, a delegation from Mauritania visited the 
Directorate-General for Traffic in Madrid. Among the members of the 
delegation were various authorities responsible for road safety and 
transport, as well as representatives from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
African Cooperation and Mauritanians Abroad. 
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During these three days, the Mauritanian delegation 
visited different facilities and several issues concerning 
traffic and road safety were discussed. The first day took 
place at DGT Central Services in Madrid and among the 
issues raised were: passenger transport by road, road-
safety awareness campaigns, aspects related to motor 
vehicles roadworthiness and the sanctioning procedure in 
Spain. The delegation, in turn, outlined the situation in 
Mauritania with respect to various points. During the 

second day, the Mauritanian delegation visited a private driving school and the DGT Test Centre 
located in Móstoles (Madrid), where applicants for a driving licence in the area of Madrid take 
the theoretical and practical tests in a closed test track. Finally, during the last day, the 
Mauritanian delegation visited the Headquarters of the Traffic Division of the Guardia Civil, the 
Traffic Sector in Madrid and, lastly, they were able to witness different types of roadside checks 
carried out by the Traffic Division of the Guardia Civil.  
 
 
 

 

 

WINNERS OF 2025 EXCELLENCE IN ROAD SAFETY AWARDS 
ANNOUNCED IN BRUSSELS 

 
The 2025 Excellence in Road Safety Awards, organized under the 
European Road Safety Charter, have honoured a range of 
outstanding initiatives from across Europe that advance road 
safety through prevention, education, innovation, and urban 
design. Some of the winners include FlineBox (Ireland/Belgium) 
for its breathalyser terminals enabling over a million voluntary 
tests; Volvo Car España’s educational LEGO robotics program 
teaching road safety to children; and Métropole de Lyon’s 
redesign of streets around 120 secondary schools to improve 
pedestrian safety.  
 
Additionally, awards recognized efforts for older people’s mobility (Madlencnik Mobility, 
Austria), smart-city tech solutions (Lanternn by Valerann, Ireland & Spain), and the public’s 
favourite, “30 Marathons for 30 km/h” (Greece). The Charter’s press release emphasizes that 
these projects reflect the rich diversity, creativity, and commitment of Europe’s road safety 
community and support the broader goal of achieving Vision Zero — eliminating road deaths 
and serious injuries by 2050. 

More information 
 
 
 
 

https://road-safety-charter.ec.europa.eu/content/winners-2025-excellence-road-safety-awards-announced-brussels?utm_source=Ricardo-AEA%20Ltd&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15208090_ERSC%28ED13254%29_NEWSLETTER_OCT25_ES&dm_i=DA4,91YMY,RGCHS,11UQXT,1


 

 

 
NEW EVIDENCE STRENGTHENS THE CASE FOR 30 KM/H LIMITS 

 
Recent data from across Europe underline that lower urban speed limits — particularly around 
30 km/h — deliver significant improvements in road safety, noise reduction and quality of life. 
In Amsterdam, a shift from 50 km/h to 30 km/h on selected roads led to an 11 % drop in motor-
vehicle crashes after one year, including a 15 % reduction in incidents involving pedestrians and 
cyclists, alongside a noise decrease of around 1.5 dB. In Wales, adopting a 20 mph (~32 km/h) 
limit in residential areas resulted in 882 fewer injuries — a roughly 25 % drop — compared to 
just a 2 % reduction on roads with 40 mph (~64 km/h) or higher limits.  
 

The European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) welcomed 
these findings, noting that smart, low-cost infrastructure 
such as the “Nudge30” system in Brussels — which uses 
subtle street narrowing instead of heavy traffic calming — 
can help drivers adhere to the new limits. The evidence 
suggests that adopting 30 km/h speed limits more broadly 
could be a powerful tool for improving urban mobility, 
reducing harm and enhancing the liveability of 
communities. 

 

More information 
 
 
 
 

 

ETSC WARNS: AFFORDABILITY MUST NOT UNDERMINE CAR 
SAFETY STANDARDS 

 
Following European Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen’s announcement of a new initiative to promote 
small, affordable cars, the European Transport Safety 
Council (ETSC) has urged policymakers not to 
compromise on vehicle safety standards. The proposal, 
which responds to lobbying from major automakers 
calling for lighter regulations on small cars, aims to make 
cleaner mobility more accessible. However, ETSC 
cautions that creating a separate class of vehicles with 
weaker safety requirements could reverse decades of progress in protecting road users. 
 
ETSC Executive Director Antonio Avenoso emphasized that affordability should be achieved 
through fairer taxation and incentives for lighter, low-emission vehicles—not by cutting safety 
measures like automated emergency braking or intelligent speed assistance. The Council 
stresses that every road user deserves the same level of protection and warns that relaxing rules 
would undermine the EU’s goal of halving road deaths and serious injuries by 2030. Instead, 

https://etsc.eu/new-evidence-strengthens-the-case-for-30-km-h-limits/


 

ETSC advocates policies that link vehicle taxes to weight and use public procurement to support 
affordable, sustainable models that still meet full safety standards. The organization has also 
requested participation in the working group that will shape the Commission’s upcoming 
initiative. 
 

More information 
 
 
 

 

IN-CAR VOICE ASSISTANTS MAY HELP PREVENT DROWSY DRIVING 
CRASHES 

 
A new study published in Applied Ergonomics indicates that using voice assistant systems inside 
vehicles could significantly reduce the risk of drowsy-driving incidents, which are implicated in 
around one in five crashes. Researchers from the UK and China conducted driving simulator 
experiments on late-night drives, comparing five interaction modes: no intervention, passive 
listening, meaningful listening, repeating phrases, and answering questions. The greatest safety 
benefits — including higher physiological arousal, better lane-keeping stability and greater 
attention — were seen when drivers actively engaged by repeating phrases or answering 
questions.  

 
The findings also suggest that different age groups respond 
differently at a physiological level to these voice-assistant 
interventions, implying that tailoring such systems by driver 
age may enhance effectiveness. The authors conclude that 
countermeasures involving cognitive engagement 
(listening → thinking → responding) provide stronger 
protection against drowsiness than merely passive tasks. 
 

 
More information 

 
 
 

 

GERMAN REPORT BACKS EU PLAN FOR ROADSIDE CHECKS ON 
VANS 
 

 
A new report by Germany’s TÜV-Verband has revealed a rise in the number of light commercial 
vehicles with dangerous technical defects, reinforcing the case for EU-wide roadside inspections 
of vans. The study found that over 20 % of commercial vehicles in Germany now have serious 
faults — up from 19.6 % — and the figure rises to 21.5 % for light vans under 3.5 tonnes. 
Common issues include faulty lighting, oil leaks, suspension and axle defects, and brake failures. 
The average age of German commercial vehicles has increased to 8.7 years, with older models 
significantly more likely to have safety-critical problems.  
 

https://etsc.eu/small-cars-must-stay-safe-cars/
https://etsc.eu/new-study-shows-in-car-voice-assistants-could-help-prevent-drowsy-driving-crashes/


 

 
 
Currently, EU rules mandate roadside technical 
inspections (RSIs) only for trucks and buses, leaving vans 
outside the system. This is a major concern given their 
intensive use in deliveries and trade, where long daily 
distances and multiple drivers heighten wear and tear. 
The European Commission’s proposed Roadworthiness 
Package aims to close this enforcement gap by requiring 
Member States to inspect a portion of their N1-class van 
fleets each year. Countries such as Finland, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Spain, and Sweden already conduct such 
roadside checks, demonstrating that broader 
implementation could greatly enhance vehicle safety 
across Europe. 
 

More information 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ITALY MANDATES ALCOHOL INTERLOCKS FOR CONVICTED DRINK-
DRIVERS 

 
Italy has introduced a new law requiring drivers convicted of drink-driving to install alcohol 
interlock devices in their vehicles under specific conditions. The rule, part of the updated Codice 
della Strada, mandates that offenders with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) above 0.8 g/l 
must use the device for two years after serving a licence suspension of six months to one year. 
For those exceeding 1.5 g/l, the interlock must be used for three years following a suspension 
lasting between one and two years. The devices must be installed by authorised workshops, 
sealed against tampering, and recalibrated annually. Non-compliance, tampering, or bypassing 
the system will result in penalties. 
 
The European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) has welcomed the reform, highlighting its proven 
effectiveness in reducing repeat drink-driving offences and preventing crashes. However, ETSC’s 
Executive Director, Antonio Avenoso, cautioned that interlocks alone may not address deeper 
alcohol dependency issues. He praised Belgium’s model, which pairs interlock use with regular 
counselling sessions, suggesting Italy could further strengthen its policy by incorporating 
rehabilitation and psychological support to encourage lasting behavioural change. 
 

More information 
 
 
 
 
 

https://etsc.eu/new-german-data-supports-case-for-eu-roadside-checks-for-vans/
https://etsc.eu/italy-introduces-mandatory-alcohol-interlocks-for-recidivist-drink-drivers/


 

 
 

 

DUTCH TRAFFIC FINES DROP IN 2024, BUT PHONE AND ACCESS 
VIOLATIONS RISE 

 
Newly released 2024 data from the Netherlands show a notable decline in overall traffic fines 
compared to 2023 — more than half a million fewer penalties were issued. Traditional 
infractions such as speeding, running red lights, and illegal parking all decreased. Under the 
Administrative Enforcement of Traffic Regulations Act (Wahv), authorities issued 7.9 million 
fines in 2024, down from 8.46 million in 2023. Speeding remained the most common offence, 
accounting for nearly six million cases, followed by parking and red-light violations. Officials 
attribute part of the decline to the temporary deactivation of fixed and section speed cameras 
undergoing replacement. 
 
However, certain offences are on the rise. Fines for driving in restricted or environmental zones 
nearly doubled, from 147,000 to almost 300,000. During the second four-month period of 2025, 
total fines continued to fall — particularly for speeding — yet enforcement against mobile-
phone use while driving has intensified. Mobile speed cameras and over ten specialized “focus 
cameras” detected nearly 23,000 more distracted-driving violations than before, with 40 such 
units expected to be active by year’s end. Police operations have also targeted phone use on 
bicycles, seatbelt non-compliance, and cycling without lights, reflecting a broader effort to 
improve road safety through targeted, technology-driven enforcement. 
 
 

More information 
 
 
 

 

HELSINKI AND OSLO LEAD EUROPE TOWARD VISION ZERO WITH 
BOLD URBAN SAFETY REFORMS 

 
Both Helsinki and Oslo have achieved remarkable 
progress toward Vision Zero—the goal of eliminating 
road fatalities. In Helsinki, no pedestrians or cyclists 
were killed in 2019 or in the period from mid-2024 to 
mid-2025. The city attributes its success largely to 
decades of speed-limit reductions: nearly all streets 
now have a 30 km/h (19 mph) limit. Each phase of 
lowering limits has produced measurable safety gains, 
with injuries on inner-city streets falling by 31 %. 
Enforcement has been a key factor—Helsinki operates 
60 fixed automatic speed-control points with more 

planned, complemented by physical traffic-calming on slower roads. While other influences 
such as the pandemic also affected crash numbers, the city’s data show a strong correlation 
between reduced speeds and fewer injuries.  

https://www.government.nl/latest/news/2025/02/05/number-of-traffic-fines-down-half-a-million-in-2024


 

 
 
Oslo, meanwhile, has matched Helsinki’s record of zero pedestrian and cyclist deaths in both 
2019 and 2023. The Norwegian capital has adopted a “zero-traffic-growth” strategy that 
reallocates road space from cars to walking, cycling, and public transport. Between 2015 and 
2023, 155 km of new or upgraded cycle infrastructure were built, leading to a 47 % reduction in 
the risk of fatal or serious cycling collisions. Around 70 % of Oslo’s streets now have 30 km/h 
limits, and new “Heart Zones” around schools promote safe walking and biking for children. 
Despite occasional public resistance to removing parking or narrowing roads, Oslo’s integrated 
approach—combining speed management, infrastructure redesign, and mobility culture 
change—has placed it among the world’s safest cities for urban travel. 
 

More information - Helsinki 
More information - Oslo 

 
 
 
 

 

https://content.tfl.gov.uk/vision-zero-case-study-helsinki.pdf
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/vision-zero-case-study-oslo.pdf

