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Executive summary 

The aim of this report is to analyse the figures for road accidents involving 

young people (ages 15-24) recorded across the Spanish road network over the 

period 2014-2023. To this end, 30-day consolidated data have been used. 

The analysis focuses on four key indicators: accidents with casualties involving 

at least one young person, fatalities of young people, young people injured and 

hospitalised, and young people injured but not hospitalised. In addition, the data 

are analysed per million inhabitants, including the corresponding case fatality 

rates. 

This analysis is carried out considering two age groups: 15 to 17 and 18 to 

24, as each of these groups presents specific characteristics. First, 

individuals aged 15 to 17 start becoming independently mobile, as they may start 

to drive vehicles, subject to speed limitations and driving restrictions. Second, 

individuals aged 18 to 24 are fully mobile as drivers.  

In order to contextualise the sections below, we should bear in mind that, as of 

2023, there were 48.09 million people in Spain, according to the population 

census. For that same year, 101,306 accidents with casualties were recorded 

on all Spanish urban and interurban roads, and 1,806 fatalities, 9,265 

hospitalised injured casualties and 124,266 non-hospitalised injured 

casualties were reported.  

If these data are cross-checked with the population census, it is found that: 

• The accident rate is 2,107 per million inhabitants.

• The case fatality rate is 38 per million inhabitants.

• The hospitalised injured casualty rate is 193 per million inhabitants.

• The non-hospitalised injured casualty rate is 2,584 per million inhabitants.

Continuing with the broader context, 65% (65,976) of road traffic accidents, 29% 

(518) of fatalities and 53% (4,920) of hospitalised injured casualties occurred on

urban roads. Thus, while the majority (65%) of accidents occurred on urban 

roads, the most fatalities, specifically 71% (1,288), were recorded on 

interurban roads.  
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Having provided this background, we will now examine more closely data 

concerning young people, disaggregated by the corresponding age group, 

as indicated in the report.  

At the outset, in order to place figures within a European context, Spain has a 

lower number of fatalities per million inhabitants than the European 

average, both in the 15 to 17 age group (17.9 compared to 30.7) and the 18 

to 24 age group (49 compared to the European figure at 72.1). 

Regarding the national context, there were 1.54 million people aged 15 to 

17 years in 2023, according to the population census. Within this segment of 

the population and in the same year, 3,537 road accidents with casualties (3% 

of the total), 32 fatalities (2% of the total), 291 hospitalised injured casualties 

(3% of the total) and 3,590 non-hospitalised injured casualties (3% of the total) 

were recorded.  

When the road accident data for this age group are cross-checked with the data 

from the population census, it is found that:  

• The accident rate is 2,297 per million inhabitants.

• The case fatality rate is 21 per million inhabitants.

• The hospitalised injured casualty rate is 189 per million inhabitants.

• The non-hospitalised injured casualty rate is 2,331 per million inhabitants.

If we compare these rates with the general population, we find that the 

accident and morbidity rates for people aged 15 to 17 years are similar. However, 

the mortality rate falls to almost half (21 compared to 38). 

Key figures for road traffic accidents in which at least one person aged 15 

to 17 was a casualty, as well as figures for the number of fatalities and 

hospitalised injured casualties within this age range, are given below: 
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• With respect to type of road, 71% (2,514) of accidents with casualties

were recorded on urban roads and, of these 98% (2,467) were on

streets, where 63% (182) of accidents involving hospitalised injured

casualties of persons aged 15 to 17 took place. Of the remaining 29%

(1,023) (accidents with casualties on interurban roads), 79% (805)

occurred on interurban roads that were not motorways or dual

carriageways. They accounted for 44% (14) of the fatalities among people

aged 15 to 17 years.

• As regards the type of accident with casualties, 38% (1,342) were

lateral and frontal-lateral collisions, which also accounted for 36%

(106) of hospitalised injured casualties within this age range.

Furthermore, 53% (17) of deaths of people aged 15 to 17 occurred in 

roadway departure crashes. 

• With respect to the means of transport, in 25%(890) of accidents

the casualty was an occupant of a car. In addition, 44% (14) of

people aged between 15 and 17 who were killed were travelling in

this same type of vehicle.

• Regarding gender, males accounted for 67% (2,378) of accidents with

casualties and 72% (23) of fatalities, and 74% (214) of hospitalised

injured casualties in this same age range were males.

• With respect to the type of road user, 57% (2,002) of accidents with

casualties involved drivers. However, people aged 15 to 17 who were

killed were passengers 56% (18) of the time. Moreover, 54% (158) of

hospitalised injured casualties in this age range were drivers.

• As for the timing of accidents with casualties, 62% (2,194) of accidents

occurred during the week, although 63% (20) of fatalities of people

aged 15 to 17 were recorded at weekends.

Second, the population census recorded 3.53 million people aged 18 to 24, 

also in 2023. Within this segment of the population and in the same year, 15,815 

road accidents with casualties (16% of the total), 184 fatalities (10% of the 

total), 1,032 hospitalised injured casualties (11% of the total) and 17,316 non-

hospitalised injured casualties (14% of the total) were recorded in 2023. 
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When cross-checking the road accident data for this age group with the data from 

the population census, it is found that:  

• The accident rate is 4,480 per million inhabitants.

• The case fatality rate is 52 per million inhabitants.

• The hospitalised injured casualty rate is 292 per million inhabitants.

• The non-hospitalised injured casualty rate is 4,905 per million

inhabitants.

When comparing these rates with the general population, we find that they 

are higher for the four rates analysed. In addition, the accident and non-

hospitalised injured casualty rates for the population aged 18 to 24 are 

double those of the general population (4,480 compared to 2,107, and 4,905 

compared to 2,584, respectively). 
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Key figures for road traffic accidents in which at least one person aged 18 

to 24 was a casualty, as well as figures for the number of fatalities and 

hospitalised injured casualties for these ages: 

• With respect to road type, 63% (9,984) of accidents with casualties

occurred on urban roads and, of these, 98% (9,765) occurred on

streets. Of the remaining 37% (5,831) recorded on interurban roads, 68%

(3,946) occurred on interurban roads that were not motorways or dual

carriageways. This type of interurban road accounted for 56% (103) of the

total 184 fatalities of people aged 18 to 24.

• As for type of accident with casualties, 32% (5,139) of the total were

lateral and frontal-lateral collisions, although 52% (95) of fatalities and

35% (358) of hospitalised injured casualties of people aged 18 to 24

involved roadway departure.

• With respect to the means of transport, in 46%(7,263) of accidents

the casualty was an occupant of a car, and 54% (99) of people aged

18 to 24 who were killed and 37% (379) of hospitalised injured

casualties within the same age range were travelling in cars.

• Regarding gender, males accounted for 66% (10,396) of accidents

with casualties, and 76% (140) of fatalities and 73% (750) of

hospitalised injured casualties of people aged 18 to 24 were also

males.

• As for type of road user, 76% (12,039) of accidents with casualties

involved drivers. Furthermore, 62% (114) of fatalities and 66% (683) of

hospitalised injured casualties of people aged 18 to 24 were drivers.

• With respect to the timing of accidents with casualties, 61% (9,641) of

accidents occurred during the week. 51% (93) of fatalities and 53%

(545) of hospitalised injured casualties of people aged 18 to 24 were

also recorded during the week. 
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Furthermore, figures on young drivers who were involved in an accident 

with casualties were cross-checked in the report with six variables that 

allowed an in-depth analysis of road accidents. The key figures from these 

cross-checks will be summarised below. 

For context, 2,281 accidents with casualties were recorded involving drivers aged 

15 to 17, where 81% (1,838) occurred on urban roads and the remaining 19% 

(443) on interurban roads. In these accidents with casualties, 11 driver fatalities

(6 on urban roads and 5 on interurban roads), 158 hospitalised driver casualties 

(113 on urban roads and 45 on interurban roads) and 1,857 non-hospitalised 

driver casualties (1,486 on urban roads and 371 on interurban roads) were 

recorded. 

Furthermore, 18,858 accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24 

were recorded, of which 66% (12,403) occurred on urban roads and the 

remaining 34% (6,455) on interurban roads. Of the total number of accidents with 

casualties, 114 driver fatalities (34 on urban roads and 80 on interurban roads), 

683 hospitalised injured drivers (369 on urban roads and 314 on interurban roads) 

and 11,406 non-hospitalised injured drivers (7,306 on urban roads and 4,100 on 

interurban roads) were recorded. 

The percentages below are generally calculated from subtotals by age 

group and road type, for the variables mentioned above: 

• According to road type

For the 15 to 17 age group, on urban roads, 98% (1,798) of accidents

with casualties, 83% (5) of driver fatalities and 97% (110) of

hospitalised injured drivers were recorded on streets. On interurban

roads, 94% (415) of accidents with casualties, 60% (3) of driver

fatalities and 100% (45) of hospitalised injured drivers occurred on

interurban roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways.
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For the 18 to 24 age group, on urban roads, 98% (12,128) of accidents 

with casualties, 91% (31) of driver fatalities and 98% (361) of 

hospitalised injured drivers occurred on streets. 66% (4,250) of 

accidents with casualties, 88% (70) of driver fatalities and 81% (254) of 

hospitalised injured drivers occurred on interurban roads that were not 

motorways or dual carriageways. 

• According to accident type

Among drivers aged 15 to 17, 52% (955) of accidents with casualties

on urban roads and 34% (150) of accidents with victims on interurban

roads were lateral and frontal-lateral collisions.

On urban roads, 33% (2) of driver fatalities involved roadway departures,

and 58% (65) of hospitalised injured drivers involved lateral and

frontal-lateral collisions. Similarly, on interurban roads, 60% (3) of

driver fatalities and 47% (21) of hospitalised injured drivers were also

involved in lateral and frontal-lateral collisions.

Among drivers aged 18 to 24, 45% (5,637) of accidents with casualties

on urban roads were lateral and frontal-lateral collisions, and 33%

(2,141) of accidents with casualties on interurban roads were roadway

departures.

On urban roads, 29% (10) of driver fatalities involved roadway

departures, and 52% (191) of hospitalised injured drivers involved

lateral and frontal-lateral collisions. Furthermore, on interurban roads,

59% (47) of driver fatalities and 53% (166) of hospitalised injured

drivers were also involved in roadway departures.

• According to mode of transport

Among drivers aged 15 to 17 on urban roads, in 38% (705) of the

cases the young person was driving a car. On the other hand, 67%

(4) of driver fatalities and 47% (53) of hospitalised injured drivers were

travelling on mopeds.
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On interurban roads, in 38% (167) of the cases the young person was 

driving a moped. However, 100% (5) of drivers who were killed 
were travelling by motorcycle. Meanwhile, 42% (19) of drivers who 

suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation were travelling on mopeds. 

Among drivers aged 18 to 24 on urban roads, in 51% (6.326) 

of the cases the young person was driving a car.. On the other hand,

56% (19) of driver fatalities and 48% (177) of hospitalised injured 

drivers were travelling on motorcycles.  

On interurban roads, 77% (4.949) of young people drove a car, and

56% (45) of drivers who were killed and 48% (152) of drivers who 

were hospitalised with injuries were travelling by car. 

• According to driver characteristics

Regarding analysis by gender, male drivers were involved in 73%

(10,575) of accidents with casualties on urban roads, and female drivers

were involved in 26% (3,814). In both cases, most of the people

involved were aged between 18 and 24: in the case of men, 87%

(9,191) were aged between 18 and 24, and, in the case of women, 91%

(3,468) were.

On interurban roads, male drivers were involved in 70% (4,951) of

accidents with casualties, of whom 93% (4,589) were aged between 18

and 24. Female drivers were involved in 29% (2,072) of accidents with

casualties and, of these, 97% (2,014) were aged between 18 and 24.

Furthermore, males accounted for the majority of driver fatalities

(between 74% and 79%) and hospitalised injured drivers (between 70%

and 75%) on both urban and interurban roads. Once again, most of the

casualties in all categories fell within the 18-24 age group.
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With respect to driving experience, the most common age at which to 

obtain a driving licence was 19. In absolute terms, 19-year-olds who 

have held a driving licence for less than a year had the most 

accidents, with 945 cases, followed by 20-year-olds who have held a

licence for one year, with 775. However, the highest accident rate was

among people aged 18 who have held a B licence for less than one 

year: 1.2% of them were involved in an accident with casualties.  

Moreover, the involvement of young car drivers in road accidents is 

analysed according to their driving experience.  

A downward trend is observed in accidents with casualties, showing 

the highest accident rates among drivers who recently obtained their 

licence, with rates steadily falling as driving experience increases. A 

similar pattern is seen in the case of fatal accidents, although it is less 

marked as such accidents are less frequent. Lastly, the same trend is 

observed in the number of casualties reported per young driver: the 

values are higher among people who obtained their licence more recently, 

especially within the previous months. 

• According to concomitant factors

On urban roads, 168 breathalyser tests were carried out on drivers

aged 15 to 17. 8% (14) were positive. On interurban roads, 2% (4) of the

220 tests carried out in total were positive.

Regarding drug tests and joint alcohol and drug tests, the findings are not

representative.
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Among drivers aged 18 to 24, 2,037 alcohol tests were carried out on 

urban roads, of which 15% (308) were positive. On interurban roads, 

3,864 tests were carried out, of which 7% (283) were positive. As regards

drugs1, of the 14 tests carried out on drivers who were killed on urban

roads, 21% (3) were positive. On interurban roads, 56 tests were 

carried out, of which 20% (11) were positive. As for joint alcohol and

drug tests, 14 tests were conducted on drivers who were killed on urban

roads, and 7% (1) were positive. On interurban roads, 56 joint alcohol 

and drug tests were carried out, with 9% (5) testing positive.

Regarding offences, on urban roads, 42% (40) of drivers aged 15 to 
17 who were killed or hospitalized with injuries had committed 
some type of violation. On these roads, the most common violations 

were speeding (30%, 12). On interurban roads, 35% (33) of drivers 
who were killed or hospitalized with injuries had committed some 
type of violation. In this case, the most common violations were also 

speeding (32%, 7).

Among drivers aged 18 to 24 who died or were hospitalized with 
injuries, 43% (138) of those involved in traffic violations on urban 
roads had committed at least one offence. On these roads, the most 

common offence was speeding (46%, 64). On interurban roads, 67% 
(206) of drivers committed at least one offence. In this case, the most

common offence was also speeding (59%, 122).

• According to the time of the accident

Among drivers aged 15 to 17, 65% (1,195) of accidents with casualities on urban
roads, and 60% (264) of accidents with casualities on interurban roads, occurred on
weekdays.

1 Unlike breathalyser tests, only the results of tests on deceased drivers are provided. 
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With respect to the day of the week, the most driver fatalities and 

hospitalised injured drivers were recorded on Saturdays (72). Most 

driver fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers occurred between 17:00 

and 17:59 (27), although the peak number of accidents was recorded 

on Fridays from 22:00 22:59, with 9 individuals. 

Among drivers aged 18 to 24, 64% (7,900) of accidents with casualties 

on urban roads and 60% (3,896) of accidents with victims on interurban 

roads also occurred during the week.  

With respect to the day of the week, the most driver fatalities and 

hospitalised injured drivers were recorded on Saturdays (242). Most 

driver fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers occurred between 14:00 

and 14:59, with a total of 76 individuals. Lastly, the highest accident peak 

(26 persons) was recorded on Saturdays from 07:00 to 07:59. 

Lastly, a series of aspects is analysed to contextualise the circumstances 

surrounding the accidents and the victims recorded, regardless of whether they 

were driving. 

• According to type of road user

Among people aged 15 to 17, based on 32 fatalities (14 on urban road

and 18 on interurban roads) and 291 hospitalised injured casualties (185

on urban roads and 106 on interurban roads), 43% (6) of the fatalities and

61% (113) of the hospitalised injured casualties on urban roads were

drivers. On the other hand, on interurban roads, 72% (13) of the

fatalities and 52% (55) of hospitalised injured casualties were

passengers.

Among people aged 18 to 24, based on 184 fatalities (54 on urban road

and 130 on interurban roads) and 1,032 hospitalised injured casualties

(532 on urban roads and 500 on interurban roads), 63% (34) of the

fatalities and 69% (369) of the hospitalised injured casualties on urban

roads were drivers. Similarly, on interurban roads, 62% (80) of the

fatalities and 63% (314) of hospitalised injured casualties were also

drivers.
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• According to vehicle occupancy at the time of the accident

In the 1,018 accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17

on urban roads, a single person was travelling in the vehicle in 77%

(780) of cases, and in 99% (769) of cases the vehicle was a moped or

motorcycle. On interurban roads, in 72% (257) of the 357 accidents 

with casualties a single person was travelling in the vehicle, which 

was a moped or motorcycle in 91% (235) of cases. 

In the 10,357 accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 

24 on urban roads, a single person was occupying the vehicle in 78% 

(8,027) of cases, and in 56% (4,505) of those cases the vehicle was a car. 

On interurban roads, a single person was occupying the vehicle – 

which was a car in 74% (2,969) of cases – in 63% (3,987) of the 6,279 

accidents with casualties. 

• According to collision matrices

Among people aged 15 to 17, if we analyse urban and interurban roads

as a whole, cars were the vehicle with which people aged 15 to 17 who

were killed or were hospitalised with injuries had collided the most,

which was true for 50% (161) of the 323 accident victims (fatalities and

hospitalised injured casualties). From another perspective, 51% (164) of

15 to 17 year-olds who were killed or were hospitalised with injuries

had been travelling by motorcycle or moped.

Among people aged 18 to 24, also on urban and interurban roads, 40%

(483) of the 1,216 accident victims (fatalities and hospitalised injured

casualties) were not involved in a collision with another vehicle. As 

regards the vehicle, 39% (478) of the people aged 18 to 24 who were 

killed or were hospitalised with injuries were travelling in a car.  



Road accident rates: young people 16 

1 Contextualisation 

The aim of this report is to analyse the figures for road accidents involving young 

people, following the approaches set out in the Methodology section. 

1.1 National context 

First, in order to frame the accident data analysed throughout the report in a 

national context, some general demographic figures for Spain are provided. 

1.1.1 Demography: census figures in Spain 

In 2023, people aged 15 to 17 accounted for 3% (1.54 million people) of the 

census population in Spain, and people aged 18 to 24 accounted for 7% (3.53 

million people). 

If the time variations of each age range are analysed, the 15-17 age range can 

be seen to have grown steadily since 2014, in the number of both men and 

women. In both cases, this was a 20% increase, with 0.66 million males and 0.62 

females aged 15 to 17 at the start of the decade, and 0.79 million males (the 

highest figure in the series analysed) and 0.75 million females (the highest figure 

in the series analysed) at the end. In relative terms, the proportion of 15 to 17 

year-olds in the population went from 1% in 2014 to 2% in 2023. 

The increase in the 18-24 age range was less pronounced compared to the other 

age group, for both males and females. This overall growth stands at 9%, with 

3.23 million people reported at the start of the decade and 3.53 million in 2023. 
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Table 1: Population census by gender and age. Absolute figures. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Population census in Spain - Absolute figures 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

M
a

le
s
 

0-14 3.63 3.62 3.6 3.59 3.57 3.55 3.52 3.46 3.39 3.36 

15-17 0.66 0.67 0.68 0.69 0.7 0.72 0.74 0.76 0.77 0.79 
18-24 1.65 1.62 1.61 1.6 1.61 1.64 1.69 1.71 1.74 1.82 
25 and 
over 

16.93 16.91 16.92 16.95 17 17.11 17.27 17.33 17.38 17.59 

Subtotal 22.87 22.82 22.81 22.83 22.89 23.02 23.21 23.25 23.29 23.57 

F
e

m
a
le

s
 

0-14 3.42 3.41 3.39 3.38 3.37 3.34 3.31 3.26 3.2 3.17 
15-17 0.62 0.63 0.64 0.65 0.66 0.68 0.7 0.71 0.73 0.75 
18-24 1.58 1.55 1.54 1.53 1.53 1.56 1.6 1.61 1.64 1.71 
25 and 
over 

17.99 18.01 18.04 18.1 18.19 18.32 18.5 18.56 18.63 18.89 

Subtotal 23.62 23.6 23.61 23.67 23.76 23.9 24.11 24.15 24.2 24.52 

Total 46.5 46.43 46.42 46.5 46.65 46.92 47.32 47.4 47.49 48.09 

Note: Figures are expressed in millions of people. 

Table 2: Population census by gender and age. Relative figures. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Population census in Spain - Relative figures (%) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

M
a

le
s
 

0-14 7.81% 7.80% 7.76% 7.72% 7.66% 7.56% 7.43% 7.29% 7.14% 7.00% 

15-17 1.42% 1.44% 1.46% 1.49% 1.51% 1.53% 1.56% 1.59% 1.63% 1.65% 

18-24 3.55% 3.50% 3.47% 3.44% 3.45% 3.50% 3.56% 3.61% 3.67% 3.78% 
25 and 
over 

36.42% 36.43% 36.44% 36.45% 36.45% 36.47% 36.49% 36.56% 36.60% 36.58% 

Subtotal 49.20% 49.16% 49.13% 49.10% 49.07% 49.06% 49.05% 49.05% 49.04% 49.01% 

F
e

m
a
le

s
 

0-14 7.36% 7.34% 7.31% 7.27% 7.22% 7.12% 7.01% 6.87% 6.73% 6.60% 

15-17 1.34% 1.35% 1.37% 1.41% 1.42% 1.45% 1.47% 1.51% 1.53% 1.55% 

18-24 3.41% 3.35% 3.31% 3.28% 3.29% 3.33% 3.38% 3.41% 3.46% 3.55% 
25 and 
over 

38.70% 38.80% 38.87% 38.94% 39.00% 39.05% 39.09% 39.17% 39.24% 39.29% 

Subtotal 50.80% 50.84% 50.87% 50.90% 50.93% 50.94% 50.95% 50.95% 50.96% 50.99% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
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1.1.2 Demography: fatality figures in Spain 

In 2023, deaths of people aged from 15 to 17 accounted for 0.05% (201) of the 

population, and those of people aged from 18 to 24 accounted for 0.2% (971). By 

disaggregated these data by gender, we find that female fatality figures are 

consistently lower than those of males. 

Furthermore, for the age ranges analysed (15-17 and 18-24), we see that males 

accounted for between 68% and 72% of fatalities. Consequently, females 

accounted for the remaining 28% and 32%. The difference between these 

percentages for each of the genders becomes even more pronounced if the 18-

24 age range is considered, where males then account for between 69% and 

75% of fatalities. 

Table 3: Deaths by gender and age. Absolute figures. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Population census in Spain - Absolute figures 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

M
a

le
s
 

0-14 1,051 997 1,005 957 921 899 789 785 902 783 

15-17 112 147 119 132 124 132 102 161 165 121 

18-24 596 538 538 538 585 554 598 652 699 701 
25 and 
over 

199,812 211,627 207,331 212,609 214,812 211,098 248,175 229,812 232,596 219,137 

Subtotal 201,571 213,309 208,993 214,236 216,442 212,683 249,664 231,410 234,362 220,742 

F
e

m
a
le

s
 

0-14 844 771 725 741 723 686 617 650 646 651 

15-17 62 54 76 77 88 68 84 70 80 80 

18-24 251 235 234 244 240 223 204 252 275 270 
25 and 
over 

193,102 208,199 200,583 209,225 210,228 205,043 243,207 218,362 229,054 214,381 

Subtotal 194,259 209,259 201,618 210,287 211,279 206,020 244,112 219,334 230,055 215,382 

Total 395,830 422,568 410,611 424,523 427,721 418,703 493,776 450,744 464,417 436,124 

Table 4: Deaths by gender and age. Relative figures. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Population census in Spain - Relative figures (%) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

M
a

le
s
 

0-14 0.27% 0.24% 0.24% 0.23% 0.22% 0.21% 0.16% 0.17% 0.19% 0.18% 

15-17 0.03% 0.03% 0.03% 0.03% 0.03% 0.03% 0.02% 0.04% 0.04% 0.03% 

18-24 0.15% 0.13% 0.13% 0.13% 0.14% 0.13% 0.12% 0.14% 0.15% 0.16% 
25 and 
over 

50.48% 50.08% 50.49% 50.08% 50.22% 50.42% 50.26% 50.99% 50.08% 50.25% 

Subtotal 50.92% 50.48% 50.90% 50.47% 50.60% 50.80% 50.56% 51.34% 50.46% 50.61% 

F
e

m
a
le

s
 

0-14 0.21% 0.18% 0.18% 0.17% 0.17% 0.16% 0.12% 0.14% 0.14% 0.15% 

15-17 0.02% 0.01% 0.02% 0.02% 0.02% 0.02% 0.02% 0.02% 0.02% 0.02% 

18-24 0.06% 0.06% 0.06% 0.06% 0.06% 0.05% 0.04% 0.06% 0.06% 0.06% 
25 and 
over 

48.78% 49.27% 48.85% 49.28% 49.15% 48.97% 49.25% 48.44% 49.32% 49.16% 

Subtotal 49.08% 49.52% 49.10% 49.53% 49.40% 49.20% 49.44% 48.66% 49.54% 49.39% 

Total 395,830 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
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1.1.3 General accident rate figures 

General accident rate figures for 2023, on urban and interurban roads, as well as 

both types of roads combined, and for all age ranges are analysed below. In 

subsequent sections, the analysis will focus solely on young people. 

101,306 accidents with casualties were recorded on all Spanish urban and 

interurban roads. Of these, 65% (65,976 – the second highest figure in the series 

analysed) occurred on urban roads, whereas 35% (35,330) occurred on 

interurban roads. 

1,806 people were killed (the third highest figures in the series analysed) in all 

accidents recorded on urban and interurban roads. Of these, 29% (518 – the third 

highest figure in the series analysed) were recorded on urban roads, whereas 

71% (1,288) were recorded on interurban roads. 

Furthermore, 9,265 hospitalised injured casualties were recorded on all urban 

and interurban roads. Of these, 53% (4,920 – the highest figure in the series 

analysed) were reported on urban roads, and the remaining 47% (4,345) on 

interurban roads. 

Lastly, 124,266 non-hospitalised injured casualties were recorded on all urban 

and interurban roads. Of these, 62% (76,520) were on urban roads, whereas 38% 

(47,746) were recorded on interurban roads. 

Analysing these data, the overall case fatality rate can be established at 1.33. If 

we analyse each type of road, the case fatality rate is 0.63 for urban roads and 

2.41 for interurban roads, suggesting that accidents on interurban roads tend to 

be more fatal than those on urban roads by a ratio of almost 4:1. 
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Table 5: Main accident indicators according to road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

General figures 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Accidents with 
casualties 

56,423 63,198 65,641 64,740 64,407 66,741 46,348 58,082 64,616 65,976 

Fatalities 441 441 519 509 489 519 395 417 473 518 

Hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

4,740 4,751 4,705 4,780 4,484 4,310 3,320 4,142 4,610 4,920 

Non-
hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

68,365 76,924 79,256 77,276 76,550 79,338 53,635 67,737 74,530 76,520 

Case fatality 
rate 

0.60 0.54 0.61 0.62 0.60 0.62 0.69 0.58 0.59 0.63 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Accidents with 
casualties 

35,147 34,558 36,721 37,493 37,892 37,339 26,611 31,780 33,300 35,330 

Fatalities 1,247 1,248 1,291 1,321 1,317 1,236 975 1,116 1,273 1,288 

Hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

4,834 4,744 5,050 4,766 4,451 4,303 3,361 3,642 3,892 4,345 

Non-
hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

48,693 48,036 51,379 52,340 53,124 51,407 34,246 42,641 44,798 47,746 

Case fatality 
rate 

2.28 2.31 2.24 2.26 2.24 2.17 2.53 2.35 2.55 2.41 

U
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 i
n

te
ru

rb
a

n
 r

o
a

d
s

 

to
ta

l 

Accidents with 
casualties 

91,570 97,756 102,362 102,233 102,299 104,080 72,959 89,862 97,916 101,306 

Fatalities 1,688 1,689 1,810 1,830 1,806 1,755 1,370 1,533 1,746 1,806 

Hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

9,574 9,495 9,755 9,546 8,935 8,613 6,681 7,784 8,502 9,265 

Non-
hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

117,058 124,960 130,635 129,616 129,674 130,745 87,881 110,378 119,328 124,266 

Case fatality 
rate 

1.32 1.24 1.27 1.30 1.29 1.24 1.43 1.28 1.35 1.33 
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1.1.4 Accident figures among young people 

1.1.4.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

The 2023 accident rates of people aged from 15 to 17 are analysed below. In the 

course of this year, 3,537 accidents with casualties (the second highest figure in 

the series analysed) on all Spanish urban and interurban roads. Of these, 71% 

(2,514 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) occurred on urban 

roads, whereas 29% (1,023 – the third highest figure in the series analysed) were 

recorded on interurban roads. 

With respect to fatalities, 32 (the second highest figure in the series analysed) 

were recorded on all urban and interurban roads. Of these, 44% (14 – the highest 

figure in the series analysed) were recorded on urban roads, whereas 56% (18) 

were reported on interurban roads. 

As for hospitalised injured casualties, 291 (the second largest figure in the series 

analysed) were recorded on all urban and interurban roads, of which 64% (185 – 

the second highest figure in the series analysed) occurred on urban roads and 

the remaining 36% (106 – the third highest figure in the series analysed) on 

interurban roads. 

Lastly, 3,590 non-hospitalised injured casualties (the third highest figure in the 

series analysed) were recorded on all urban and interurban roads. Of these, 71% 

(2,539 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) were recorded on urban 

roads, and the remaining 29% (1,051 – the third highest figure in the series 

analysed) on interurban roads. 

Analysing these data, the overall case fatality index can be established at 0.82. 

If we analyse each type of road, the case fatality index is 0.51 for urban roads 

and 1.53 for interurban roads, suggesting that accidents on interurban roads tend 

to be more fatal than those on urban roads by a ratio of 3:1. 
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Table 6: Main accident indicators according to road type. Persons aged 15 to 17. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Individuals aged 15-17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Accidents with 
casualties 

2,064 2,341 2,560 2,342 2,176 2,374 1,806 2,189 2,456 2,514 

Fatalities 7 8 10 10 7 13 7 12 10 14 
Hospitalised injured 
casualties 

174 159 184 196 131 176 141 172 180 185 

Non-hospitalised 
injured casualties 

2,054 2,386 2,611 2,379 2,249 2,401 1,803 2,217 2,522 2,539 

Case fatality rate   0.31   0.31   0.36   0.39   0.29   0.50   0.36   0.50   0.37   0.51 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 Accidents with 

casualties 
898 954 1,021 1,177 1,092 971 743 908 936 1,023 

Fatalities 17 19 13 19 17 21 14 14 17 18 
Hospitalised injured 
casualties 

90 113 105 128 87 82 80 101 84 106 

Non-hospitalised 
injured casualties 

925 948 1,048 1,216 1,152 1,000 766 932 965 1,051 

Case fatality rate   1.65   1.76   1.11   1.39   1.35   1.90   1.63   1.34   1.59   1.53 

U
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 i
n

te
ru

rb
a

n
 

ro
a

d
s

 t
o

ta
l 

Accidents with 
casualties 

2,962 3,295 3,581 3,519 3,268 3,345 2,549 3,097 3,392 3,537 

Fatalities 24 27 23 29 24 34 21 26 27 32 
Hospitalised injured 
casualties 

264 272 289 324 218 258 221 273 264 291 

Non-hospitalised 
injured casualties 

2,979 3,334 3,659 3,595 3,401 3,401 2,569 3,149 3,487 3,590 

Case fatality rate   0.73   0.74   0.58   0.73   0.66   0.92   0.75   0.75   0.71   0.82 
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The graph below shows the ratios of persons aged 15 to 17 who were killed, were 

injured and hospitalised, and were injured but not hospitalised as a result of road 

traffic accidents over the total census population for their age group.  

First, we see that the proportion of non-hospitalised injured casualties aged 15 to 

17 over the total population was 23.26% in 2014, with peaks of 27.78% in 2016 

and troughs of 17.88% in 2020, standing at 23.30% in 2023.  

The indicator of hospitalised injured casualties varied between 2.06% in 2014 

and 1.89% in 2023, reaching a maximum value of 2.41% in 2017 and a minimum 

of 1.54% in 2020. The indicator for fatalities fluctuated between 0.19% in 2014 

and 0.21% in 2023, with similar values throughout the analysed series. 

Graph 1:  Main accident indicators for persons aged 15-17 (data from Table 6) over the total census population aged 
15-17 (data from Table 1). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023.
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Furthermore, in the graph below we see that the proportion of people aged 15 to 

17 who were killed in road traffic accidents over the total number of fatalities for 

their age group varies between 11% and 17% over the decade analysed, showing 

values of 14% at the start of the series and 16% in 2023. 

Graph 2:  Persons aged 15-17 who were killed in road traffic accidents (data from Table 6) over the total number of 
deaths of persons aged 15-17 (data from Table 3). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023. 
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The graph below shows that accidents with casualties involving individuals aged 

15 to 17 as a proportion of the total number of accidents with casualties was 3.2% 

in 2014 and 3.5% in 2023, with these two figures fluctuating throughout the 

decade analysed.  

Furthermore, the number of individuals aged 15 to 17 who were killed in road 

traffic accidents as a proportion of the total number of fatalities in road traffic 

accidents varied from 1.4% to 2.0% throughout the decade, standing at 1.4% in 

2014 and 1.8% in 2023. 

The proportion of hospitalised injured casualties fluctuated between 2.8% and 

3.5% throughout the series analysed, standing at 2.8% in 2014 and 3.1% in 2023. 

Furthermore, the proportion of non-hospitalised injured casualties remained 

relatively stable throughout the series, at between 2.5% and 2.9% in 2014 and 

2023 respectively. 

Graph 3:  Main accident indicators for persons aged 15-17 (data from Table 6) over general accident rate figures (data 

from Table 5). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023.
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1.1.4.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

The 2023 accident rates of individuals aged from 18 to 24 are analysed below. 

Over the course of this year, 15,815 accidents with casualties were recorded on 

all Spanish urban and interurban roads. Of these, 63% (9,984) were on urban 

roads, whereas 37% (5,831) were recorded on interurban roads. 

With respect to fatalities, 184 (the highest figure in the series analysed) were 

recorded on all urban and interurban roads. Of these, 29% (54 – the highest figure 

in the series analysed) were reported on urban roads, whereas 71% (130) were 

recorded on interurban roads. 

As for hospitalised injured casualties, 1,032 were recorded on all urban and 

interurban roads, of which 52% (532 – the second highest figure in the updated 

series) occurred on urban roads and the remaining 48% (500) on interurban 

roads. 

Lastly, 17,316 non-hospitalised injured casualties were recorded on all urban and 

interurban roads. Of these, 62% (10,684) were recorded on urban roads, whereas 

the remaining 38% (6,632) occurred on interurban roads. 

Analysing these data, the overall case fatality rate can be established at 0.99. If 

we analyse each type of road, the case fatality rate is 0.48 for urban roads and 

1.79 for interurban roads, suggesting that accidents on interurban roads tend to 

be more fatal than those on urban roads by a ratio of almost 4:1. 
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Table 7: Main accident indicators according to road type. Persons aged 18 to 24. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Persons aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Accidents with 
casualties 

9,115 10,208 10,583 10,011 9,948 10,306 7,208 9,453 9,969 9,984 

Fatalities 30 38 52 32 38 32 21 31 43 54 
Hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

534 513 511 491 453 459 361 477 484 532 

Non-hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

10,180 11,419 11,683 10,984 10,878 11,199 7,920 10,242 10,688 10,684 

Case fatality rate    0.28    0.32    0.42    0.28    0.33    0.27    0.25    0.29    0.38    0.48 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Accidents with 
casualties 

5,964 5,986 6,536 6,489 6,376 6,265 4,287 5,701 5,627 5,831 

Fatalities 100 105 123 139 145 106 93 142 124 130 
Hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

558 523 615 583 498 506 403 477 420 500 

Non-hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

7,010 7,151 7,668 7,515 7,390 7,264 4,939 6,565 6,494 6,632 

Case fatality rate    1.30    1.35    1.46    1.69    1.81    1.35    1.71    1.98    1.76    1.79 

U
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 i
n

te
ru

rb
a

n
 

ro
a

d
s

 t
o

ta
l 

Accidents with 
casualties 

15,079 16,194 17,119 16,500 16,324 16,571 11,495 15,154 15,596 15,815 

Fatalities 130 143 175 171 183 138 114 173 167 184 
Hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

1,092 1,036 1,126 1,074 951 965 764 954 904 1,032 

Non-hospitalised 
injured 
casualties 

17,190 18,570 19,351 18,499 18,268 18,463 12,859 16,807 17,182 17,316 

Case fatality rate    0.71    0.72    0.85    0.87    0.94    0.71    0.83    0.96    0.91    0.99 
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The graph below shows the ratios of persons aged 18 to 24 who were killed, were 

injured and hospitalised, and were injured but not hospitalised as a result of road 

traffic accidents over the total census population for their age group.  

First, we see that the proportion of non-hospitalised injured casualties was 

53.11‱ in 2014, with peaks of 61.51‱ in 2016 and troughs of 39.15% in 2020, 

standing at 49.13‱ in 2023.  

Furthermore, the proportions of hospitalised injured casualties and fatalities 

remained relatively stable throughout the period analysed. The indicator of 

hospitalised injured casualties stood at 3.37‱ in 2014 and 2.93‱ in 2023, 

reaching a maximum value of 3.58‱ in 2016 and a minimum of 2.33‱ in 2020. 

The indicator for fatalities fluctuated between 0.40‱ in 2014 and 0.52‱ in 

2023, with similar values throughout the series analysed. 

Graph 4:  Main accident indicators for persons aged 18-24 (data from Table 7) over the total census population aged 

18-24. Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023.
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Furthermore, in the graph below it can be seen that the proportion of individuals 

aged 18 to 24 who were killed in road traffic accidents over the total number of 

fatalities for their age group varies between 14% and 23% over the decade 

analysed, showing values of 15% at the start of the series and 19% in 2023. 

Graph 5:  Persons aged 18-24 who were killed in road traffic accidents (data from Table 6) over the total number of 
deaths of persons aged 18-24 (data from Table 3). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023. 
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The graph below shows that accidents with casualties involving individuals aged 

18 to 24 as a proportion of the total number of accidents with casualties was 

16.5% in 2014 and 15.6% in 2023, with these two figures fluctuating throughout 

the decade analysed.  

Furthermore, the number of individuals aged 18 to 24 who were killed in road 

traffic accidents as a proportion of the total number of fatalities in road traffic 

accidents was 7.7% in 2014 and 10.2% in 2023, peaking in 2021 at 11.3%.  

The proportion of persons aged 18 to 24 who were hospitalised with injuries 

fluctuated between 10.6% and 12.3% throughout the series analysed, standing 

at 11.4% in 2014 and 11.1% in 2023. Furthermore, the proportion of non-

hospitalised injured casualties remained relatively stable throughout the series, 

at between 13.9% in 2023, and 15.2%. 

Graph 6:  Main accident indicators for persons aged 18-24 (data from Table 6) over general accident rate figures (data 

from Table 5). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023.
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1.2 The European context 

As regards the European context, at the time of writing this report, the most recent 

document containing data on accident rates among individuals aged 15 to 17 and 

18 to 24 by EU country was “European Commission (2024) Facts and Figures - 

Young People” by the European Road Safety Observatory. In this report, the most 

recent data from 2022 are analysed for each age group. 

1.2.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

In 2022, 27 fatalities among people aged 15 to 17 in road traffic accidents were 

recorded in Spain. Comparing this figure with that for 2019 (ST), there was a 

decrease of 21% (-7). Compared to the data for 2012 (LT), there was a 17% (-5) 

drop.  

Furthermore, as regards the absolute figures for all EU Member countries in 

2022, 429 fatalities of individuals aged 15 to 17 were recorded. When comparing 

these data with those from 2019, a 10% (-47) reduction is observed, and there 

was a 39% (-272) decrease compared to data from 2012. 
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Table 8: Fatalities of individuals aged 15 to 17 by country in the EU27 and EFTA. 2012-2022. 

Fatalities of individuals aged 15 to 17 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 LT* ST* 

U
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 i

n
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Germany 113 89 91 72 83 78 77 66 64 64 63 -44% -5%

Austria 24 14 16 17 15 20 10 13 9 21 12 -50% -8%

Belgium 19 9 16 17 10 12 9 11 10 7 8 -58% -27%

Bulgaria 16 17 20 12 18 19 13 12 13 23 17 6% 42% 

Czechia 17 10 11 4 9 4 7 9 3 7 8 -53% - 

Cyprus 2 - 2 1 6 2 3 2 - - - - - 

Croatia 10 10 5 7 4 4 4 8 5 7 3 - - 

Denmark 6 6 3 4 2 1 6 6 10 2 5 - - 

Slovakia - - - - 7 11 8 10 3 5 2 - - 

Slovenia 2 2 1 4 3 3 1 2 3 3 1 - - 

Spain 32 20 23 27 23 29 25 34 21 26 27 -17% -21%

Estonia 1 2 2 4 1 1 - - - 2 2 - - 

Finland 14 12 12 7 8 12 12 10 14 12 - -14% - 

France 131 102 116 125 95 101 105 86 77 87 82 -37% -5%

Greece 21 27 19 19 16 17 12 14 9 13 - -38% -7%

Hungary 11 14 7 9 8 8 4 9 6 7 6 -46% - 

Ireland 7 4 6 3 3 4 4 2 - - - - - 

Italy 85 69 70 57 66 68 61 67 47 63 68 -20% 2% 

Latvia 5 1 3 6 5 1 4 - 2 - - - - 

Lithuania - 4 9 6 3 1 4 1 4 4 1 - - 

Luxembourg 2 - - 2 - 1 - - 2 - 1 - - 

Malta - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 
The 
Netherlands 

13 14 17 15 9 13 15 15 11 18 19 46% 27% 

Poland 87 83 71 67 74 46 64 50 52 32 31 -64% -38%

Portugal 10 8 11 8 7 6 12 10 7 9 7 - - 

Romania 52 40 37 40 51 30 26 34 30 21 29 -44% -15%

Sweden 10 7 7 9 6 2 9 5 8 - - - - 

EU 701 571 582 549 533 494 495 476 412 445 429 -39% -10%

Iceland - 3 1 - 2 - - 1 - - - - - 

Liechtenstein - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Norway 6 6 4 2 3 2 3 1 2 5 1 - - 

Switzerland 6 2 2 4 4 7 5 3 5 3 4 - - 

Average 26.9 22.1 21.6 20.3 19.3 18 19.3 18.5 16.7 19.2 18 -31% -5%

*LT. Abbreviation standing for “Long Term”, indicating the change recorded in the latest available year compared to 2012.
*ST. Abbreviation standing for “Short Term”, indicating the change recorded in the latest available year compared to 2019.
*The data shown in the table differ from those contained in other parts of the report owing to discrepancies in the
consolidation of data in the Community database on Accidents on the Roads in Europe (CARE).
Source1: Facts and Figures – Young People - 2024 (European Road Safety Observatory)
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In Spain, 17.9 fatalities of individuals aged 15 to 17 per million inhabitants were 

recorded in 2022, placing it in the penultimate position in the analysed series. The 

average of the 27 EU Member countries was 30.7, more than 12 points higher 

than the figure for Spain. Ultimately, Bulgaria topped the list, with 86.9 fatalities 

of individuals aged 15 to 17 per million inhabitants, almost three times the 

European average. 

Graph 7: Fatalities of individuals aged 15 to 17 per million inhabitants by EU27 country. 2022. 

Source 2: Facts and Figures – Young People - 2024 (European Road Safety Observatory) 
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1.2.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

In 2022, 167 deaths of individuals aged 18 to 24 in road traffic accidents were 

recorded in Spain. Comparing this figure with that for 2019 (ST), there was an 

increase of 21% (+29). However, in the longer term, if we compare this with 2012 

data (LT), we find a 5% reduction (-8).  

Furthermore, as regards the absolute figures for all EU Member countries in 

2022, 2,388 fatalities of individuals aged 18 to 24 were recorded. When 

comparing these data with those from 2019, a 13% (-345) reduction is observed, 

and there was a 38% (-1,478) decrease compared to data from 2012. 

By way of conclusion, in the short term (2019), Spain saw an increase in accident 

fatalities of individuals aged 18 to 24, but this trend was reversed when analysing 

long-term data (2012). In the European Union, the figures declined in both the 

short and long term.  
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Table 9: Fatalities of individuals aged 18 to 24 by country in the EU27 and EFTA. 2012-2022. 

Fatalities of individuals aged 18 to 24 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 LT* ST* 
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Germany 611 493 496 473 435 394 369 363 326 287 300 -51% -17%

Austria 84 56 59 72 56 46 41 45 43 41 39 -54% -13%

Belgium 132 124 111 104 88 77 65 87 61 62 63 -52% -28%

Bulgaria 95 85 84 97 79 64 59 78 55 59 45 -53% -42%

Czechia 96 96 100 103 65 68 78 81 55 54 49 -49% -40%

Cyprus 10 18 12 11 5 8 8 6 10 10 10 - - 

Croatia 48 58 36 45 42 48 40 43 46 41 39 -19% -9%

Denmark 31 25 22 32 31 33 17 23 18 23 17 -45% -26%

Slovakia - - - - 48 38 28 30 31 27 29 - -3%

Slovenia 19 22 9 16 21 11 15 8 9 12 3 -84% - 

Spain 175 145 130 144 176 171 184 138 114 173 167 -5% 21% 

Estonia 17 8 13 5 14 3 5 5 6 5 2 -88% - 

Finland 41 36 32 48 41 33 31 31 23 27 - -34% -13%

France 753 636 582 619 596 562 503 549 449 504 549 -27% 0% 

Greece 143 112 114 112 101 93 81 76 75 86 - -40% 13% 

Hungary 42 50 59 61 47 44 52 49 39 43 47 12% -4%

Ireland 35 36 28 37 31 22 22 23 - - - - - 

Italy 423 404 369 379 352 306 353 339 236 302 332 -22% -2%

Latvia 16 14 30 20 18 15 13 9 16 - - - - 

Lithuania - 41 33 29 19 17 25 28 18 15 18 - -36%

Luxembourg 6 5 5 5 3 5 9 6 2 8 2 - - 

Malta - - - 2 2 3 4 1 2 2 - - - 
The 
Netherlands 

76 81 69 70 75 57 70 87 69 67 72 -5% -17%

Poland 585 551 499 446 440 378 375 383 374 275 212 -64% -45%

Portugal 65 65 53 47 54 48 69 74 49 51 68 5% -8%

Romania 231 220 177 207 195 196 163 152 134 171 141 -39% -7%

Sweden 41 40 25 35 31 40 30 19 30 - - - - 

EU 3,866 3,471 3,197 3,267 3,065 2,780 2,709 2,733 2,313 2,414 2,388 -38% -13%

Iceland 2 2 1 5 - 3 4 - - - 2 - - 

Liechtenstein - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Norway 20 29 18 31 20 11 14 18 16 12 16 -20% -11%

Switzerland 39 30 38 35 26 31 19 14 18 23 30 -23% 114% 

Average 142.1 124.4 114.4 113.4 107.3 93.1 81.5 95.3 83 91.5 93.8 -36% -8%

*LT. Abbreviation standing for “Long Term”, indicating the change recorded in the latest available year compared to 2012.
*ST. Abbreviation standing for “Short Term”, indicating the change recorded in the latest available year compared to 2019.
*The data shown in the table differ from those contained in other parts of the report owing to discrepancies in the
consolidation of data in the Community database on Accidents on the Roads in Europe (CARE).
Source3: Facts and Figures – Young People - 2024 (European Road Safety Observatory)
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In terms of the number of fatalities of individuals aged 18 to 24 per million 

inhabitants, Spain recorded a figure of 49 in 2022, which was below the average 

for the 27 EU Member States, at 72.1. Ultimately, Croatia topped the list with 

138.6 fatalities of individuals aged 18 to 24 per million inhabitants, almost twice 

the European average. 

Graph 8: Fatalities of persons aged 18 to 24 per million inhabitants by EU27 country. 2022. 

Source 4: Facts and Figures – Young People - 2024 (European Road Safety Observatory) 
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2 Basic characteristics of accidents involving young people 

This section sets out the figures for road traffic accidents in which at least one 

young person was a casualty, as well as figures on young people who were killed, 

were injured and hospitalised, and were injured but not hospitalised. 

2.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

In 2023, 3,537 accidents with casualties aged 15 to 17 were recorded. In these 

accidents, there were a total of 32 fatalities, 291 hospitalised injured casualties 

and 3,590 non-hospitalised injured casualties, all within this age range. 

With respect to road type, 71% (2,514) of accidents with casualties were recorded 

on urban roads and of these, 98% (2,467) occurred on streets. Of the remaining 

29% (1,023) that occurred on interurban roads, 79% (805) occurred on interurban 

roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways. This type of interurban road 

accounted for 44% (14) of fatalities of individuals aged 15 to 17. Moreover, 

accidents resulting in 63% (182) of injured and hospitalised casualties aged 15 

to 17 and 69% (2,491) of injured but not hospitalised casualties in this same age 

range occurred on streets. 

As regards the type of accident, 38% (1,342) were lateral and frontal-lateral 

collisions, 15% (531) were rear-end and multiple collisions, and 14% (479) were 

roadway departures. Furthermore, 53% (17) of fatalities of individuals aged 15 to 

17 occurred in roadway departure crashes. In addition, 36% (106) of hospitalised 

injured casualties and 38% (1,361) of non-hospitalised injured casualties in this 

age range had been involved in lateral and frontal-lateral collisions. 

Regarding the mode of transport, in 25% (890) of the accidents, the casualty 

was traveling in a car and 24% (847) was traveling on a moped. In addition,

44% (14) of people aged between 15 and 17 years who were killed were 

travelling in a car, and 28% (9) on a motorcycle. 30% (86) of hospitalised 

injured casualties in this age bracket were travelling on mopeds, followed by 

22% (64) on motorcycles and a further 21% (60) in cars.  

With respect to non-hospitalised injured casualties aged 15 to 17, 26% (936) were 

travelling by car, followed by 25% (893) on mopeds.  
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In terms of gender, a male was involved in 67% (2,378) of accidents with 

casualties and a female in 35% (1,252). Furthermore, 72% (23) of fatalities, 74% 

(214) of non-hospitalised injured casualties and 65% (2,326) of non-hospitalised

injured casualties of individuals aged 15 to 17 were male. 

With respect to type of road user, 57% (2,002) of accidents with casualties 

involved drivers, 37% (1,305) involved passengers and 12% (432) involved 

pedestrians. 56% (18) of individuals aged 15 to 17 who were killed were 

passengers. Furthermore, 54% (158) of hospitalised injured casualties and 52% 

(1,857) of non-hospitalised injured casualties of individuals in this age range were 

drivers. 

Lastly, with respect to the timing of accidents with casualties, 62% (2,194) 

occurred on a working day. Furthermore, 63% (20) of fatalities of individuals aged 

15 to 17 years occurred at weekends. 54% (156) of hospitalised injured casualties 

and 62% (2,223) of non-hospitalised injured casualties of individuals in this age 

group were reported on working days. 
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Table 10: Road traffic accidents in which at least one individual aged 15 to 17 was a casualty, individuals aged 15 to 17 
who were killed, were injured and hospitalised and injured but not hospitalised. Spain, 2023. 

Individuals aged 15-17 

Absolute figures 2023 Distribution 2023 

Accidents 
with 

casualties 
Fatalities 

Hospitalised 
injured 

casualties 

Non-
hospitalised 

injured 
casualties 

Accidents 
with 

casualties 
Fatalities 

Hospitalised 
injured 

casualties 

Non-
hospitalised 

injured 
casualties 

U
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 i
n

te
ru

rb
a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Total 3,537 32 291 3,590 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Type of road 

Motorway 64 2 4 64 2% 6% 1% 2% 
Dual c’way 154 2 6 171 4% 6% 2% 5% 
Other 
interurban 
roads 

805 14 96 816 23% 44% 33% 23% 

Street 2,467 13 182 2,491 70% 41% 63% 69% 
Section of a 
road running 
through town 

47 1 3 48 1% 3% 1% 1% 

Type of accident1 

Head-on 
collision 

136 1 26 126 4% 3% 9% 4% 

Frontal and 
frontal-
lateral 
collision 

1,342 8 106 1,361 38% 25% 36% 38% 

Rear-end 
and multiple 
collision 

531 0 19 563 15% 0% 7% 16% 

Roadway 
departure 

479 17 61 495 14% 53% 21% 14% 

Roll-over 123 1 6 131 3% 3% 2% 4% 
Vehicle-
pedestrian 
collision 

456 2 40 437 13% 6% 14% 12% 

Other type 470 3 33 477 13% 9% 11% 13% 

Means of transport2, 3 

Pedestrian 432 3 42 415 12% 9% 14% 12% 
Bicycle 263 0 9 259 7% 0% 3% 7% 
Personal 
mobility 
vehicle 

467 0 24 465 13% 0% 8% 13% 

Moped 847 5 86 893 24% 16% 30% 25% 
Motorcycle 533 9 64 505 15% 28% 22% 14% 
Car    890 14 60 936 25% 44% 21% 26% 
Van   25 0 1 26 1% 0% 0% 1% 
Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

 2 0 0 2 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

 0 0 0 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Bus 20 0 1 23 1% 0% 0% 1% 
Other type  61 1 3 61 2% 3% 1% 2% 
Unknown  6 0 1 5 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Gender 2, 3

Male 2,378 23 214 2,326 67% 72% 74% 65% 
Female 1,252 9 76 1,244 35% 28% 26% 35% 
Unknown 20 0 1 20 1% 0% 0% 1% 

Type of road user involved2, 3 

Pedestrian 432 3 42 415 12% 9% 14% 12% 
Driver 2,002 11 158 1,857 57% 34% 54% 52% 
Passenger 1,305 18 91 1,318 37% 56% 31% 37% 
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Individuals aged 15-17 

Absolute figures 2023 Distribution 2023 

Accidents 
with 

casualties 
Fatalities 

Hospitalised 
injured 

casualties 

Non-
hospitalised 

injured 
casualties 

Accidents 
with 

casualties 
Fatalities 

Hospitalised 
injured 

casualties 

Non-
hospitalised 

injured 
casualties 

Timing4 

Weekdays 2,194 12 156 2,223 62% 38% 54% 62% 
Weekend 1,343 20 135 1,367 38% 63% 46% 38% 

1 Individuals killed in vehicle-pedestrian collisions do not include all pedestrians hit in collisions since the classification by 
type of accident is based on the first manoeuvre and not the injury outcome thereof. 
2 With regard to the road accident indicator, the sum does not match the total as a single accident may be classified under 
several subheadings. 
3 Accidents in which there was at least one casualty from the relevant group are counted 
4 Weekdays are from 00:00 on Monday to 14:59 on Friday; weekends are from 15:00 on Friday to 23:59 on Sunday. 
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2.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

In 2023, 15,815 accidents with casualties aged 18 to 24 were recorded. In these 

accidents, there were a total of 184 fatalities, 1,032 hospitalised injured casualties 

and 17,316 non-hospitalised injured casualties, all within this age range. 

With respect to road type, 63% (9,984) of accidents with casualties occurred on 

urban roads and, of these, 98% (9,765) occurred on streets. Of the remaining 

37% (5,831) recorded on interurban roads, 68% (3,946) occurred on interurban 

roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways. 56% (103) of fatalities aged 

18 to 24 occurred on interurban roads, whereas 50% (516) of injuries with 

hospitalisation and 60% (10,434) of injuries without hospitalisation of people in 

this age range occurred on streets. 

As regards the type of accident, 32% (5,139) were lateral and frontal-lateral 

collisions, 19% (3,079) were roadway departures, and 18% (2,908) were rear-

end and multiple collisions. Furthermore, 52% (95) of fatalities and 35% (358) of 

hospitalised injured casualties of people aged 18 to 24 were caused by roadway 

departures, and 32% (5,537) of non-hospitalised injured casualties in this age 

group reported lateral and frontal-lateral collisions. 

With respect to means of transport, in 46% (7,263) of the accidents the 

casualty was traveling in a car and in 21% (3,331) the casualties were 

traveling on a motorcycle. Of the hospitalised injured casualties within this age

range, 37% (379) were travelling by car and 32% (333) on a motorcycle. Lastly, 

52% (8,954) of non-hospitalised injured casualties in this age group were 

travelling by car. 

As regards gender, a male was involved in 66% (10,396) of accidents with 

casualties and a female in 40% (6,372). 76% (140) of fatalities, 73% (750) of 

non-hospitalised injured casualties and 61% (10,622) of non-hospitalised 

injured casualties of people aged 18 to 24 were males.  

As for type of road user, 76% (12,039) of accidents with casualties involved 

drivers, 27% (4,272) passengers and 7% (1,037) pedestrians. Furthermore, 62% 

(114) of fatalities, 66% (683) of hospitalised injured casualties and 66% (11,406)

of non-hospitalised injured casualties of individuals aged 18 to 24 were drivers. 
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Lastly, with respect to the timing of accidents with casualties, 61% (9,641) 

occurred on a working day. 51% (93) of fatalities, 53% (545) of hospitalised 

injured casualties and 60% (10,337) of non-hospitalised injured casualties aged 

18 to 24 were also recorded on working days. 
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Table 11: Road traffic accidents in which at least one individual aged 18 to 24 was a casualty, individuals aged 18 to 24 
who were killed, were injured and hospitalised and injured but not hospitalised. Spain, 2023. 

Persons aged 18 to 24 

Absolute figures 2023 Distribution 2023 

Accidents 
with 

casualties 
Fatalities 

Hospitalised 
injured 

casualties 

Non-
hospitalised 

injured 
casualties 

Accidents 
with 

casualties 
Fatalities 

Hospitalised 
injured 

casualties 

Non-
hospitalised 

injured 
casualties 
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Total 15,815 184 1,032 17,316 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Type of road 

Motorway 632 9 36 736 4% 5% 3% 4% 
Dual c’way 1,253 18 70 1,506 8% 10% 7% 9% 
Other 
interurban 
roads 

3,946 103 394 4,390 25% 56% 38% 25% 

Street 9,765 49 516 10,434 62% 27% 50% 60% 
Section of a 
road running 
through town 

214 5 16 244 1% 3% 2% 1% 

Urban 
motorway/ 
dual 
carriageway 

5 0 0 6 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Type of accident1 

Head-on 
collision 

640 27 105 668 4% 15% 10% 4% 

Frontal and 
frontal-lateral 
collision 

5,139 22 281 5,537 32% 12% 27% 32% 

Rear-end and 
multiple 
collision 

2,908 10 65 3,433 18% 5% 6% 20% 

Roadway 
departure 

3,079 95 358 3,486 19% 52% 35% 20% 

Roll-over 539 1 14 579 3% 1% 1% 3% 
Vehicle-
pedestrian 
collision 

1,201 11 100 1,140 8% 6% 10% 7% 

Other type 2,309 18 109 2,473 15% 10% 11% 14% 

Means of transport2, 3 

Pedestrian 1,037 13 104 974 7% 7% 10% 6% 
Bicycle 676 5 36 646 4% 3% 3% 4% 
Personal 
mobility 
vehicle 

1,303 2 65 1,257 8% 1% 6% 7% 

Moped 1,428 4 79 1,426 9% 2% 8% 8% 
Motorcycle 3,331 49 333 3,153 21% 27% 32% 18% 
Car   7,263 99 379 8,954 46% 54% 37% 52% 
Van    328 5 14 369 2% 3% 1% 2% 
Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

  49 1 1 53 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

  30 2 3 25 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Bus   87 1 1 109 1% 1% 0% 1% 
Other type 336 3 17 326 2% 2% 2% 2% 
Unknown 22 0 0 24 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Gender 2, 3

Male 10,396 140 750 10,622 66% 76% 73% 61% 
Female 6,372 44 277 6,632 40% 24% 27% 38% 
Unknown 64 0 5 62 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Type of road user involved2, 3 

Pedestrian 1,037 13 104 974 7% 7% 10% 6% 
Driver 12,039 114 683 11,406 76% 62% 66% 66% 
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Persons aged 18 to 24 

Absolute figures 2023 Distribution 2023 

Accidents 
with 

casualties 
Fatalities 

Hospitalised 
injured 

casualties 

Non-
hospitalised 

injured 
casualties 

Accidents 
with 

casualties 
Fatalities 

Hospitalised 
injured 

casualties 

Non-
hospitalised 

injured 
casualties 

Passenger 4,272 57 245 4,936 27% 31% 24% 29% 

Timing4 

Weekdays 9,641 93 545 10,337 61% 51% 53% 60% 
Weekend 6,174 91 487 6,979 39% 49% 47% 40% 

1 Persons killed in vehicle-pedestrian collisions do not include all pedestrians hit in collisions since the classification by 
type of accident is based on the first manoeuvre and not the injury outcome thereof. 
2 With regard to the road accident indicator, the sum does not match the total as a single accident may be classified under 
several subheadings. 
3 Accidents in which there was at least one casualty from the relevant group are counted 
4 Weekdays are from 00:00 on Monday to 14:59 on Friday; weekends are from 15:00 on Friday to 23:59 on Sunday.
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3 Identification of accident characteristics 

This section contains figures on drivers who were involved in an accident with 

casualties. This analysis therefore excludes figures on pedestrians and

passengers, who are covered in section 2 Basic characteristics of accidents

involving young people. 

2,281 accidents with casualties were recorded involving drivers aged 15 to 17, 

where 81% (1,838) occurred on urban roads and the remaining 19% (443) on 

interurban roads. In these accidents, 11 driver fatalities, 158 hospitalised injured 

drivers and 1,857 non-hospitalised injured drivers were reported. 

Furthermore, 18,858 accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24 

were recorded, of which 66% (12,403) occurred on urban roads and the 

remaining 34% (6,455) on interurban roads. In these accidents, 114 driver 

fatalities, 683 hospitalised injured drivers and 11,406 non-hospitalised injured 

drivers were reported. 
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3.1 According to type of road 

3.1.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

On urban roads, 98% (1,798 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of accidents 

with casualties occurred on streets. 94% (415 – the highest figure in the series analysed) 

occurred on interurban roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways. 

Table 12: Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17. Disaggregated by road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
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Section of a 
road running 
through town 

20 26 44 31 35 26 27 47 45 40 

Street 1,191 1,260 1,467 1,385 1,242 1,441 1,250 1,488 1,756 1,798 
Urban 
motorway/ 
dual c’way 

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Subtotal 1,211 1,286 1,511 1,417 1,277 1,467 1,277 1,536 1,801 1,838 
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Motorways 
and dual 
c’ways 

10 17 20 18 24 15 19 31 37 28 

Other 
interurban 
roads 

243 291 336 376 335 340 325 372 356 415 

Subtotal 253 308 356 394 359 355 344 403 393 443 

Total 1,464 1,594 1,867 1,811 1,636 1,822 1,621 1,939 2,194 2,281 

On urban roads, 83% (5) of driver fatalities were recorded on streets. 60% (3) 

occurred on interurban roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways. 

However, as the figures are low frequency, they cannot be regarded as 

representative. 

Table 13: Fatalities of drivers aged 15 to 17. Disaggregated by road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Fatalities of drivers aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
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Section of a road 
running through 
town 

1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Street 4 5 3 4 6 10 4 6 5 5 
Urban 
motorway/ 
dual c’way 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 5 6 3 4 6 10 4 6 5 6 
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Motorways and 
dual c’ways 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 

Other 
interurban 
roads 

4 10 4 6 3 6 5 7 9 3 

Subtotal 4 10 4 6 3 6 5 9 9 5 

Total 9 16 7 10 9 16 9 15 14 11 
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On urban roads, 97% (110 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) of 

hospitalised injured drivers were recorded on streets. 100% (45) occurred on 

interurban roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways. 

Table 14: Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured and hospitalised. Disaggregated by road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured and hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
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Section of a 
road running 
through town 

2 6 3 5 2 3 2 2 6 3 

Street 92 78 103 104 75 99 79 109 120 110 
Urban 
motorway/ 
dual c’way 

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 94 84 106 110 77 102 81 111 126 113 
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Motorways 
and dual 
c’ways 

0 2 1 0 0 0 2 1 4 0 

Other 
interurban 
roads 

32 57 38 58 35 34 47 41 46 45 

Subtotal 32 59 39 58 35 34 49 42 50 45 

Total 126 143 145 168 112 136 130 153 176 158 

On urban roads, 98% (1,453 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of non-

hospitalised injured drivers were recorded on streets. 94% (347 – the highest 

figure in the series analysed) occurred on interurban roads that were not 

motorways or dual carriageways. 

Table 15: Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured but not hospitalised. Disaggregated by road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured but not hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Section of a 
road running 
through town 

15 18 36 21 30 22 21 42 35 33 

Street 976 1,053 1,196 1,114 1,013 1,197 1,014 1,186 1,424 1,453 
Urban 
motorway/ 
dual c’way 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Subtotal 991 1,071 1,232 1,135 1,043 1,219 1,035 1,229 1,459 1,486 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Motorways 
and dual 
c’ways 

8 15 18 18 23 15 16 27 35 24 

Other 
interurban 
roads 

191 212 280 301 293 283 264 316 288 347 

Subtotal 199 227 298 319 316 298 280 343 323 371 

Total 1,190 1,298 1,530 1,454 1,359 1,517 1,315 1,572 1,782 1,857 
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3.1.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

On urban roads, 98% (12,128 – the third highest figure in the series analysed) of 

accidents with casualties occurred on streets. 66% (4,250) occurred on 

interurban roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways. 

Table 16: Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24. Disaggregated by road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Section of a 
road running 
through town 

287 269 318 316 300 270 194 306 299 267 

Street 10,576 11,827 12,728 12,035 11,750 12,428 8,894 11,477 11,993 12,128 
Urban 
motorway/ 
dual c’way 

10 12 139 102 125 20 12 74 13 8 

Subtotal 10,873 12,108 13,185 12,453 12,175 12,718 9,100 11,857 12,305 12,403 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Motorways 
and dual 
c’ways 

1,841 1,987 2,409 2,495 2,519 2,434 1,416 2,137 2,254 2,205 

Other 
interurban 
roads 

4,389 4,308 4,638 4,666 4,490 4,590 3,334 4,183 4,043 4,250 

Subtotal 6,230 6,295 7,047 7,161 7,009 7,024 4,750 6,320 6,297 6,455 

Total 17,103 18,403 20,232 19,614 19,184 19,742 13,850 18,177 18,602 18,858 

On urban roads, 91% (31 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of driver 

fatalities occurred on streets. 88% (70 – the highest figure in the series analysed) 

of driver fatalities occurred on interurban roads that were not motorways or dual 

carriageways.  

Table 17: Fatalities among drivers aged 18 to 24. Disaggregated by road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Fatalities among drivers aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Section of a 
road running 
through town 

2 1 5 0 2 0 1 3 7 3 

Street 14 16 31 23 24 20 14 19 24 31 
Urban 
motorway/ 
dual c’way 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 16 17 36 23 26 20 15 22 31 34 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Motorways 
and dual 
c’ways 

17 9 10 6 12 11 8 22 15 10 

Other 
interurban 
roads 

45 56 53 60 68 64 52 68 61 70 

Subtotal 62 65 63 66 80 75 60 90 76 80 

Total 78 82 99 89 106 95 75 112 107 114 
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On urban roads, 98% (361 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of 

hospitalised injured drivers were recorded on streets. 81% (254) occurred on 

interurban roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways.

Table 18: Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured and hospitalised. Disaggregated by road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured and hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Section of a 
road running 
through town 

10 9 18 9 10 8 8 8 10 8 

Street 340 313 310 298 265 284 223 298 317 361 
Urban 
motorway/ 
dual c’way 

1 0 3 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 

Subtotal 351 322 331 307 276 293 231 306 328 369 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Motorways 
and dual 
c’ways 

51 44 66 55 58 62 41 34 43 60 

Other 
interurban 
roads 

308 289 311 327 243 249 213 242 198 254 

Subtotal 359 333 377 382 301 311 254 276 241 314 

Total 710 655 708 689 577 604 485 582 569 683 

On urban roads, 98% (7,143 – the third highest figure in the series analysed) of 

hospitalised injured drivers occurred on streets. 68% (2,797) were recorded on 

interurban roads that were not motorways or dual carriageways. 

Table 19: Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured but not hospitalised. Disaggregated by road type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured but not hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Section of a 
road running 
through town 

156 150 179 198 169 156 117 204 162 160 

Street 6,065 6,850 7,145 6,815 6,760 7,287 5,253 6,705 7,130 7,143 
Urban 
motorway/ 
dual c’way 

6 8 72 58 72 13 5 44 7 3 

Subtotal 6,227 7,008 7,396 7,071 7,001 7,456 5,375 6,953 7,299 7,306 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Motorways 
and dual 
c’ways 

1,116 1,224 1,513 1,515 1,483 1,460 861 1,297 1,348 1,303 

Other 
interurban 
roads 

2,817 2,736 2,932 2,960 2,929 2,937 2,190 2,713 2,638 2,797 

Subtotal 3,933 3,960 4,445 4,475 4,412 4,397 3,051 4,010 3,986 4,100 

Total 10,160 10,968 11,841 11,546 11,413 11,853 8,426 10,963 11,285 11,406 
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3.2 According to type of accident 

3.2.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

In 2023, 52% (955 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of accidents with 

casualties on urban roads were lateral and frontal-lateral collisions, whereas 10% 

(175) were vehicle-pedestrian collisions. 34% (150 – the highest figure in the

series analysed) of accidents with casualties on interurban roads were also lateral 

and frontal-lateral collisions, whereas 26% (117) were roadway departures. 

Table 20: Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17. Disaggregated by accident type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on 
collision 

57 62 64 59 45 70 52 70 75 72 

Frontal and 
frontal-lateral 
collision 

634 640 831 760 692 759 656 810 900 955 

Rear-end and 
multiple 
collision 

137 146 167 129 154 147 108 124 176 162 

Roadway 
departure 

51 60 57 56 47 68 62 67 87 81 

Roll-over 47 44 63 54 49 56 72 66 91 88 
Vehicle-
pedestrian 
collision 

86 108 126 130 93 101 126 116 171 175 

Other type 199 226 203 229 197 266 201 283 301 305 

Subtotal 1,211 1,286 1,511 1,417 1,277 1,467 1,277 1,536 1,801 1,838 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on 
collision 

24 11 27 27 28 23 25 29 26 16 

Frontal and 
frontal-lateral 
collision 

77 101 120 130 103 126 117 115 117 150 

Rear-end and 
multiple 
collision 

34 48 43 48 47 53 47 48 62 61 

Roadway 
departure 

59 68 77 102 73 70 64 97 96 117 

Roll-over 10 20 28 33 39 32 32 41 25 28 
Vehicle-
pedestrian 
collision 

8 9 4 3 7 6 2 5 2 5 

Other type 41 51 57 51 62 45 57 68 65 66 

Subtotal 253 308 356 394 359 355 344 403 393 443 

Total 1,464 1,594 1,867 1,811 1,636 1,822 1,621 1,939 2,194 2,281 
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On urban roads, 33% (2) of driver fatalities occurred following roadway 

departures, 17% (1) in lateral and frontal-lateral collisions, and 17% (1) in roll-

overs. On interurban roads, 60% (3) of driver fatalities occurred in lateral and 

frontal-lateral collisions, followed by 40% (2) in roadway departures. However, as 

the figures are low frequency, they cannot be regarded as representative.  

Table 21: Fatalities among drivers aged 15 to 17. Disaggregated by accident type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Fatalities among drivers aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

4 3 1 2 1 3 1 2 2 1 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Roadway departure 1 1 0 2 1 3 2 3 2 2 

Roll-over 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Other type 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 1 1 2 

Subtotal 5 6 3 4 6 10 4 6 5 6 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 0 0 0 1 2 2 2 1 2 0 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

0 2 2 1 0 1 2 2 2 3 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 

Roadway departure 2 4 1 2 1 3 1 3 4 2 

Roll-over 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other type 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 

Subtotal 4 10 4 6 3 6 5 9 9 5 

Total 9 16 7 10 9 16 9 15 14 11 
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On urban roads, 58% (65 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) of 

hospitalised injured drivers were recorded in lateral and frontal-lateral collisions, 

and 10% (11) in head-on collisions. Furthermore, on interurban roads, 47% (21 

– the third highest figure in the series analysed) of hospitalised injured drivers

were reported as lateral and frontal-lateral collisions, and 24% (11) as roadway 

departures.  

Table 22: Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured and hospitalised. Disaggregated by accident type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured and hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 7 10 6 7 4 6 6 11 11 11 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

52 34 64 65 50 47 47 64 71 65 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

8 8 6 10 2 11 3 3 9 8 

Roadway departure 7 9 9 8 7 14 7 10 18 7 

Roll-over 2 0 3 2 0 4 5 1 1 4 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

3 2 1 2 4 2 1 2 1 0 

Other type 15 21 17 16 10 18 12 20 15 18 

Subtotal 94 84 106 110 77 102 81 111 126 113 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 6 3 9 9 12 4 12 8 8 2 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

8 23 11 23 9 12 16 14 11 21 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

2 5 4 7 1 4 2 3 4 5 

Roadway departure 5 16 9 10 9 7 13 9 15 11 

Roll-over 1 4 2 3 1 3 2 2 0 0 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

1 0 1 2 1 0 0 1 0 1 

Other type 9 8 3 4 2 4 4 5 12 5 

Subtotal 32 59 39 58 35 34 49 42 50 45 

Total 126 143 145 168 112 136 130 153 176 158 
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Lastly, on urban roads, 56% (832 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of 

non-hospitalised injured drivers were recorded in lateral and frontal-lateral 

collisions, and 9% (138 – the third highest figure in the series) in rear-end and 

multiple collisions. On interurban roads, 33% (122 – the highest figure in the 

series analysed) of non-hospitalised injured drivers were recorded in lateral and 

frontal-lateral collisions, and 26% (97 – the highest figure in the series) in roadway 

departures. 

Table 23: Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured but not hospitalised. Disaggregated by accident type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured but not hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 46 46 51 49 33 61 40 46 57 53 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

546 565 723 654 595 671 569 685 776 832 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

118 129 151 107 134 124 93 109 161 138 

Roadway departure 41 49 39 42 38 50 48 52 64 68 

Roll-over 44 44 57 47 47 45 64 63 85 76 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

18 49 40 41 26 36 51 36 59 56 

Other type 178 189 171 195 170 232 170 238 257 263 

Subtotal 991 1,071 1,232 1,135 1,043 1,219 1,035 1,229 1,459 1,486 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 16 7 17 16 12 17 10 17 16 13 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

63 74 104 101 94 104 98 98 103 122 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

25 42 40 42 49 50 44 46 54 50 

Roadway departure 51 45 64 85 61 58 48 84 72 97 

Roll-over 8 16 24 28 37 29 28 38 25 27 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

4 3 1 1 1 3 0 3 2 1 

Other type 32 40 48 46 62 37 52 57 51 61 

Subtotal 199 227 298 319 316 298 280 343 323 371 

Total 1,190 1,298 1,530 1,454 1,359 1,517 1,315 1,572 1,782 1,857 
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3.2.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

In 2023, 45% (5,637 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) of 

accidents with casualties on urban roads were lateral and frontal-lateral 

collisions, whereas 17% (2,132) were rear-end and multiple collisions. On 

interurban roads, 33% (2,141) of accidents with casualties were roadway 

departures, whereas 31% (1,970) were rear-end and multiple collisions.  

 
Table 24: Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24. Disaggregated by accident type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

  
Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on 
collision 

318 326 336 336 326 454 312 428 429 431 

Frontal and 
frontal-lateral 
collision 

4,499 5,211 5,786 5,481 5,302 5,601 4,142 5,153 5,542 5,637 

Rear-end and 
multiple 
collision 

3,045 3,136 3,241 2,788 2,668 2,368 1,593 2,013 2,082 2,132 

Roadway 
departure 

550 655 788 557 551 700 478 708 655 729 

Roll-over 252 246 274 374 385 420 341 446 438 393 
Vehicle-
pedestrian 
collision 

1,015 1,163 1,319 1,150 1,062 1,199 744 959 1,077 1,139 

Other type 1,194 1,371 1,441 1,767 1,881 1,976 1,490 2,150 2,082 1,942 

Subtotal 10,873 12,108 13,185 12,453 12,175 12,718 9,100 11,857 12,305 12,403 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on 
collision 

348 326 381 370 377 368 283 341 357 352 

Frontal and 
frontal-lateral 
collision 

1,267 1,206 1,409 1,451 1,412 1,453 992 1,316 1,274 1,306 

Rear-end and 
multiple 
collision 

1,751 1,988 2,244 2,322 2,204 2,270 1,214 1,891 1,937 1,970 

Roadway 
departure 

2,262 2,168 2,394 2,252 2,181 2,146 1,594 2,098 2,072 2,141 

Roll-over 110 111 121 162 171 158 139 158 126 161 
Vehicle-
pedestrian 
collision 

84 55 62 86 96 59 54 47 60 54 

Other type 408 441 436 518 568 570 474 469 471 471 

Subtotal 6,230 6,295 7,047 7,161 7,009 7,024 4,750 6,320 6,297 6,455 

Total 17,103 18,403 20,232 19,614 19,184 19,742 13,850 18,177 18,602 18,858 
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On urban roads, most driver fatalities occurred in roadway departures, 29% of 

the time (10 –the second highest figure in the series analysed), followed by lateral 

and frontal-lateral collisions, in 26% of cases (9 – the second highest figure in the 

series analysed). On interurban roads, 59% (47 – the highest figure in the series 

analysed) occurred in roadway departures and 23% (18) in head-on collisions. 

 
Table 25: Fatalities among drivers aged 18 to 24. Disaggregated by accident type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

  
Fatalities among drivers aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 0 1 3 3 2 2 1 0 6 4 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

4 2 10 5 7 7 4 7 2 9 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

0 3 4 0 4 0 0 1 0 3 

Roadway departure 5 5 9 9 6 7 7 10 19 10 

Roll-over 2 0 1 1 2 0 1 1 0 1 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 

Other type 5 5 8 4 5 3 2 2 3 6 

Subtotal 16 17 36 23 26 20 15 22 31 34 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 8 8 9 20 17 13 14 18 19 18 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

8 6 13 10 17 10 5 14 10 9 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

6 5 5 3 5 5 3 12 5 4 

Roadway departure 31 36 33 31 36 42 34 40 37 47 

Roll-over 0 0 1 1 1 3 1 2 2 0 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other type 9 10 2 1 4 2 3 4 3 2 

Subtotal 62 65 63 66 80 75 60 90 76 80 

Total 78 82 99 89 106 95 75 112 107 114 
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On urban roads, 52% (191 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) of 

hospitalised injured drivers were recorded in lateral and frontal-lateral collisions, 

and 13% (49) in roadway departures. On interurban roads, 53% (166) of 

hospitalised injured drivers involved roadway departures, 17% (54) involved 

head-on collisions and another 17% (53) involved lateral and frontal-lateral 

collisions.

Table 26: Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured and hospitalised. Disaggregated by accident type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured and hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 17 17 10 12 10 18 17 24 20 17 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

163 150 159 149 126 133 114 126 158 191 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

47 49 48 47 42 24 12 24 22 28 

Roadway departure 29 36 31 27 33 36 27 46 45 49 

Roll-over 9 4 13 9 6 15 10 13 9 9 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

3 7 6 5 11 9 5 8 9 8 

Other type 83 59 64 58 48 58 46 65 65 67 

Subtotal 351 322 331 307 276 293 231 306 328 369 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 50 40 66 55 56 56 46 57 47 54 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

49 46 60 83 62 63 45 47 37 53 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

29 31 37 33 22 37 16 27 20 19 

Roadway departure 169 145 179 182 124 128 120 124 111 166 

Roll-over 4 3 13 9 10 7 4 6 6 4 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

1 1 0 2 1 1 0 0 3 0 

Other type 57 67 22 18 26 19 23 15 17 18 

Subtotal 359 333 377 382 301 311 254 276 241 314 

Total 710 655 708 689 577 604 485 582 569 683 
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To conclude, on urban roads, 47% (3,426 – the third highest figure in the series 

analysed) of non-hospitalised injured drivers were recorded in lateral and frontal-

lateral collisions, and 15% (1,074) in rear-end and multiple collisions. On 

interurban roads, 40% (1,655) of non-hospitalised injured drivers involved 

roadway departures, and 25% (1,031) involved rear-end and multiple collisions. 

Table 27: Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured but not hospitalised. Disaggregated by accident type. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured but not hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 201 205 196 205 203 276 203 273 261 268 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

2,768 3,299 3,436 3,357 3,245 3,453 2,507 3,045 3,382 3,426 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

1,682 1,692 1,707 1,386 1,325 1,208 798 1,009 1,075 1,074 

Roadway departure 390 451 589 383 389 495 339 489 441 489 

Roll-over 216 212 232 307 327 346 279 382 358 338 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

145 142 151 159 147 204 122 170 177 211 

Other type 825 1,007 1,085 1,274 1,365 1,474 1,127 1,585 1,605 1,500 

Subtotal 6,227 7,008 7,396 7,071 7,001 7,456 5,375 6,953 7,299 7,306 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Head-on collision 197 195 227 205 218 226 152 194 200 202 
Frontal and frontal-
lateral collision 

746 676 789 785 781 800 556 751 700 716 

Rear-end and 
multiple collision 

875 1,054 1,181 1,227 1,122 1,105 623 963 1,015 1,031 

Roadway departure 1,754 1,677 1,840 1,752 1,757 1,720 1,252 1,638 1,624 1,655 

Roll-over 96 99 93 137 141 130 117 138 105 148 
Vehicle-pedestrian 
collision 

20 6 8 9 16 4 4 6 7 6 

Other type 245 253 307 360 377 412 347 320 335 342 

Subtotal 3,933 3,960 4,445 4,475 4,412 4,397 3,051 4,010 3,986 4,100 

Total 10,160 10,968 11,841 11,546 11,413 11,853 8,426 10,963 11,285 11,406 
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3.3 According to mode of transport

3.3.1 15 to 17 year-olds

With regard to mode of transport, accidents with casualties involving drivers 

aged 15 to 17 on urban roads involved young people driving mopeds in 38% 

(705) of cases, and driving PLEVs in 28% (520) of cases. On interurban roads,

in 38% (167) of accidents with casualties, the young person was driving a

moped, and in 36% (160, the highest figure in the analyzed series), a

motorcycle.

Table 28: Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17. Disaggregated by mode of transport. Spain, 
2014-2023. 

 Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17 
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

Bicycle 362 364 444 393 364 397 394 327 271 244 
PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 83 181 346 520 
Moped 693 720 797 754 666 716 511 707 743 705 
Motorcycle 121 155 223 234 202 212 162 236 273 300 
Car 24 36 29 20 14 16 8 16 15 15 
Van 2 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 2 
Lorry up to 3,500 kg 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Lorry over 3,500 kg 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Bus 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other vehicle 11 8 10 17 35 93 122 72 157 55 
Unknown 2 3 9 3 4 32 1 1 4 4 
Subtotal 1,211 1,286 1,511 1,417 1,277 1,467 1,277 1,536 1,801 1,838

In
te

ru
rb

an
s 

ro
ad

s

Bicicleta 54 68 61 77 75 73 81 58 47 64 
PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 13 11 
Moped 132 147 181 176 150 155 139 173 160 167 
Motorcycle 50 80 102 118 124 113 103 120 139 160 
Car 8 8 9 13 7 6 10 45 21 33 
Van 2 1 1 1 0 0 3 0 1 1 
Lorry up to 3,500 kg 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry over 3,500 kg 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other vehicle 6 2 3 11 3 8 7 5 11 7 
Unknown 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 
Subtotal 253 308 356 394 359 355 344 403 393 443 

Total 1,464 1,594 1,867 1,811 1,636 1,822 1,621 1,939 2,194 2,281

The sum does not match the subtotal because the same accident can be classified under several subheadings.
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On urban roads, 67% (4) of drivers who were killed were travelling on mopeds, 

followed by 33% (2) travelling by motorcycle. On interurban roads, 100% (5) of 

drivers who were killed were travelling by motorcycle. However, as the figures 

are low frequency, they cannot be regarded as representative.  
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Table 29: Fatalities among drivers aged 15 to 17. Disaggregated by mode of transport. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Fatalities among drivers aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 0 0 1 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 

Moped 4 5 1 3 4 4 1 2 3 4 

Motorcycle 1 1 1 0 1 0 3 2 2 2 

Car 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Van 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 5 6 3 4 6 10 4 6 5 6 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 1 3 1 1 0 0 0 2 1 0 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Moped 2 3 1 3 2 4 2 2 3 0 

Motorcycle 0 2 1 1 0 1 1 5 2 5 

Car 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 

Van 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 4 10 4 6 3 6 5 9 9 5 

Total 9 16 7 10 9 16 9 15 14 11 
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On urban roads, 47% (53) of hospitalised injured drivers were travelling by 

moped, followed by 27% (30 – the highest figure in the series analysed) travelling 

by motorcycle and 19% (22 – the highest figure in the series analysed) travelling 

on personal light electric vehicles (PLEVs). On interurban roads, 42% (19) of 

hospitalised injured drivers were travelling by moped and 38% (17 – the highest 

figure in the series analysed) on motorcycles. 
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Table 30: Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured and hospitalised. Disaggregated by mode of transport. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured and hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 19 23 24 23 13 23 22 15 17 5 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 14 19 22 

Moped 58 43 61 63 44 52 43 60 60 53 

Motorcycle 13 16 21 24 17 20 10 17 25 30 

Car 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 4 4 0 

Van 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

2 1 0 0 3 3 3 1 1 2 

Unknown 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Subtotal 94 84 106 110 77 102 81 111 126 113 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 7 8 9 8 6 8 8 4 4 4 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 

Moped 12 34 20 30 15 16 23 21 27 19 

Motorcycle 9 17 8 15 13 9 14 15 14 17 

Car 1 0 1 3 1 0 2 1 2 4 

Van 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

1 0 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 0 

Unknown 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Subtotal 32 59 39 58 35 34 49 42 50 45 

Total 126 143 145 168 112 136 130 153 176 158 
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On urban roads, 39% (584) of non-hospitalised injured drivers were travelling by 

moped, followed by 28% (419 – the highest figure in the series analysed) on 

personal light electric vehicles (PLEVs). On interurban roads, 37% (138) of non-

hospitalised injured drivers were on mopeds and 36% (133 – the highest figure 

in the series analysed) on motorcycles. 
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Table 31: Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured but not hospitalised. Disaggregated by mode of transport. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Drivers aged 15 to 17 injured but not hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 301 304 353 313 292 313 311 255 218 193 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 72 134 274 419 

Moped 579 606 668 619 563 615 426 575 628 584 

Motorcycle 93 127 182 184 163 182 132 205 221 242 

Car 12 26 15 8 7 8 5 6 8 6 

Van 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Bus 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

5 4 6 7 18 75 87 53 106 38 

Unknown 0 2 8 3 0 25 1 0 4 2 

Subtotal 991 1,071 1,232 1,135 1,043 1,219 1,035 1,229 1,459 1,486 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 43 55 49 65 65 61 69 50 41 61 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 10 10 

Moped 110 105 151 142 133 130 111 144 128 138 

Motorcycle 38 58 90 97 111 99 86 97 121 133 

Car 3 5 5 8 4 3 6 44 15 22 

Van 1 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

4 2 2 6 2 5 4 4 7 5 

Unknown 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

Subtotal 199 227 298 319 316 298 280 343 323 371 

Total 1,190 1,298 1,530 1,454 1,359 1,517 1,315 1,572 1,782 1,857 



Road accident rates: young people 64 

3.3.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

With regard to mode of transport, accidents with casualties involving drivers 

aged 18 to 24 on urban roads involved young people driving cars in 51% 

(6,326) of cases, and motorcycles in 19% (2,323). On interurban roads, in 77% 

(4,949) of accidents with casualties, the young person was driving a car, and in 

14% (886, the highest figure in the analyzed series), a motorcycle.

Table 32: Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24. Disaggregated by mode of transport. Spain, 
2014-2023.

 Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24 
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

Bicycle 794 821 847 846 813 845 736 797 702 627 
PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 278 609 1.051 1.368 
Moped 2,006 2,114 2,066 1,909 1,802 1,879 1,224 1,547 1,470 1,315
Motorcycle 1,594 1,934 2,243 2,411 2,386 2,468 1,702 2,099 2,362 2,323
Car 6,353 7,148 7,909 7,183 7,016 6,880 4,893 6,291 6,196 6,326
Van 360 359 415 421 386 384 315 352 420 464 
Lorry up to 3,500kg 56 52 50 46 45 46 38 35 60 51 
Lorry over 3,500 Kg 28 24 27 24 26 35 15 14 16 16 
Bus 3 4 4 5 4 0 1 2 4 2 
Other vehicle 43 45 43 52 91 404 209 500 453 366 
Unknown 2 21 39 14 21 184 15 41 21 21 
Subtotal 10,873 12,108 13,185 12,453 12,175 12,718 9,100 11,857 12,305 12,403

In
te

ru
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

Bicycle 120 121 109 117 116 107 150 122 87 142 
PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 17 33 49 
Moped 212 193 175 173 147 124 123 123 134 128 
Motorcycle 459 573 642 728 718 767 555 715 732 886 
Car 5,029 4,976 5,706 5,746 5,594 5,598 3,672 5,045 4,972 4,949
Van 330 338 313 351 347 343 217 267 304 263 
Lorry up to 3,500kg 40 58 69 45 46 55 24 53 44 49 
Lorry over 3,500 Kg 84 61 78 59 64 68 32 33 39 37 
Bus 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 3 
Other vehicle 27 42 49 49 52 38 33 32 32 27 
Unknown 2 3 1 4 2 4 6 5 1 4 
Subtotal 6,230 6,295 7,047 7,161 7,009 7,024 4,750 6,320 6,297 6,455

Total 17,103 18,403 20,232 19,614 19,184 19,742 13,850 18,177 18,602 18,858

The sum does not match the subtotal because the same accident can be classified under several subheadings.
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On urban roads, 56% (19 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of drivers 

who died were travelling on motorcycles and 21% (7 – the third highest figure in 

the series analysed) in cars. On interurban roads, 56% (45) of hospitalised injured 

drivers were travelling by car, whereas 31% (25 – the highest figure in the series 

analysed) were travelling on motorcycles. 
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Table 33: Fatalities among drivers aged 18 to 24. Disaggregated by mode of transport. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Fatalities among drivers aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 3 1 3 1 0 3 2 0 1 0 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 

Moped 1 5 5 2 4 0 0 6 2 3 

Motorcycle 8 7 19 15 16 11 7 10 16 19 

Car 4 4 8 3 5 5 3 4 9 7 

Van 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

0 0 1 2 1 0 2 1 1 2 

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 16 17 36 23 26 20 15 22 31 34 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 1 1 0 1 2 2 1 3 0 5 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Moped 2 1 1 1 3 3 1 2 2 0 

Motorcycle 8 15 17 14 13 17 18 18 17 25 

Car 44 44 42 49 54 47 38 60 54 45 

Van 3 1 2 1 3 5 1 5 1 3 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

1 2 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

0 1 0 0 3 1 1 1 1 1 

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 62 65 63 66 80 75 60 90 76 80 

Total 78 82 99 89 106 95 75 112 107 114 
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On urban roads, 48% (177 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of 

hospitalised injured drivers were travelling by motorcycle, followed by 17% (62 – 

the highest figure in the series analysed) on personal light electric vehicles 

(PLEVs) and 16% (59) by moped. On interurban roads, 48% (152) of hospitalised 

injured drivers were travelling by car and 38% (118 – the highest figure in the 

series analysed) on motorcycles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Road accident rates: young people 69 

 
Table 34: Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured and hospitalised. Disaggregated by mode of transport. Spain, 2014-2023. 

  
Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured and hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 39 38 37 42 21 32 32 29 18 22 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 23 55 62 

Moped 130 98 84 81 71 69 52 52 55 59 

Motorcycle 119 131 149 132 125 136 104 138 149 177 

Car 57 48 50 41 52 30 15 42 32 36 

Van 0 2 3 3 2 2 2 1 2 3 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

6 3 7 5 4 12 7 17 13 10 

Unknown 0 2 1 3 1 11 3 3 3 0 

Subtotal 351 322 331 307 276 293 231 306 328 369 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 16 16 11 19 6 5 16 7 4 14 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 2 

Moped 28 24 16 25 18 9 15 15 16 16 

Motorcycle 70 80 92 103 85 101 66 86 67 118 

Car 219 189 235 212 171 179 144 153 137 152 

Van 17 10 8 9 11 8 8 6 8 5 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

1 0 2 1 2 3 0 1 2 1 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

5 4 0 3 1 2 0 2 0 1 

Bus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

2 10 13 9 6 4 4 4 4 5 

Unknown 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 

Subtotal 359 333 377 382 301 311 254 276 241 314 

Total 710 655 708 689 577 604 485 582 569 683 
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On urban roads, 29% (2,099) of non-hospitalised injured drivers were travelling 

on mopeds and 27% (1,951) on motorcycles. On interurban roads, 71% (2,928) 

of non-hospitalised injured drivers were travelling in cars and 17% (716) on 

motorcycles. 

Table 35: Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured but not hospitalised. Disaggregated by mode of transport. Spain, 2014-2023. 

  
Drivers aged 18 to 24 injured but not hospitalised 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 641 685 678 674 679 666 604 670 587 522 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 227 521 868 1,172 

Moped 1,724 1,842 1,827 1,700 1,598 1,689 1,085 1,377 1,314 1,162 

Motorcycle 1,341 1,654 1,909 2,088 2,089 2,132 1,461 1,787 2,012 1,951 

Car 2,382 2,686 2,821 2,484 2,445 2,426 1,760 2,106 2,045 2,099 

Van 98 91 102 81 88 89 65 51 69 88 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

15 6 6 11 15 12 5 9 16 10 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

5 5 6 3 4 8 0 2 2 1 

Bus 2 3 2 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 
Other 
vehicle 

18 26 18 26 73 314 156 401 371 286 

Unknown 1 10 27 4 8 120 11 29 14 15 

Subtotal 6,227 7,008 7,396 7,071 7,001 7,456 5,375 6,953 7,299 7,306 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Bicycle 104 103 95 93 108 106 125 118 82 124 

PLEVs 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 15 30 46 

Moped 174 163 149 138 119 107 105 98 112 111 

Motorcycle 367 449 506 576 594 627 455 591 618 716 

Car 3,065 2,997 3,452 3,427 3,370 3,323 2,223 3,020 2,955 2,928 

Van 170 179 161 178 153 160 101 123 137 124 

Lorry up to 
3,500 kg 

16 21 25 15 16 24 14 19 17 20 

Lorry over 
3,500 kg 

22 27 29 14 23 25 9 8 14 14 

Bus 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Other 
vehicle 

14 21 26 29 29 22 15 14 20 14 

Unknown 1 0 1 5 0 3 0 3 1 3 

Subtotal 3,933 3,960 4,445 4,475 4,412 4,397 3,051 4,010 3,986 4,100 

Total 10,160 10,968 11,841 11,546 11,413 11,853 8,426 10,963 11,285 11,406 
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3.4 Driver characteristics 

A specific analysis of the accident rate of young drivers who were involved in an 

accident with casualties in 2023 is carried out below. 

3.4.1 According to gender and age 

As regards the gender and age of the driver involved, male drivers were involved 

in more accidents with casualties than female drivers, on urban and interurban 

roads.  

On urban roads, accidents with casualties involving a young male driver 

constituted 73% (10,575, the third highest figure in the analyzed series); of 

these, 87% (9,191) involved a driver between 18 and 24 years old. Regarding 

accidents with a young female driver, which represented 26% (3,814), the same 

pattern was observed: 91% (3,468) involved a driver between 18 and 24 years 

old. 

On interuban roads, accidents with casualties involving a young male driver 

accounted for 70% (4,951). In this case as well, the majority, 93% (4,589), 

involved a driver between 18 and 24 years old. As for accidents with casualties 

involving a young female driver, these represented 29% (2,072), and of these, 

97% (2,014) involved a driver between 18 and 24 years old. 
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Table 36: Accidents with casualties according to driver’s gender and age. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Accidents with casualities 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

M
a

le
s

 

15-17 986 1,072 1,252 1,164 1,061 1,214 1,037 1,220 1,448 1,483 

18-24 8,069 8,966 9,803 9,219 9,061 9,450 6,689 8,707 8,932 9,191 

Subtotal 8,999 9,960 10,954 10,303 10,053 10,579 7,655 9,833 10,288 10,575 

F
e

m
a
le

s
 15-17 230 211 259 244 211 241 231 311 344 353 

18-24 3,053 3,442 3,681 3,453 3,394 3,521 2,619 3,407 3,602 3,468 

Subtotal 3,280 3,648 3,933 3,691 3,597 3,758 2,849 3,706 3,931 3,814 

U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 15-17 1 7 7 13 11 17 13 11 12 10 

18-24 9 14 24 96 24 19 20 24 45 45 

Subtotal 10 21 31 109 35 36 33 35 57 55 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

M
a
le

s
 

15-17 219 278 305 348 312 312 298 334 323 386 

18-24 4,313 4,414 4,991 5,030 4,961 5,040 3,462 4,539 4,437 4,589 

Subtotal 4,515 4,678 5,276 5,363 5,256 5,340 3,744 4,852 4,741 4,951 

F
e
m

a
le

s
 15-17 34 31 52 47 49 45 48 70 72 58 

18-24 2,033 2,018 2,211 2,315 2,197 2,128 1,378 1,931 2,026 2,014 

Subtotal 2,067 2,049 2,263 2,362 2,246 2,173 1,424 1,999 2,098 2,072 

U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 

15-17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18-24 0 1 1 12 3 1 0 2 2 4 

Subtotal 0 1 1 12 3 1 0 2 2 4 

Total 18,444 19,854 21,908 21,275 20,687 21,410 15,338 19,923 20,606 20,952 
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On urban roads, the percentage of male driver fatalities stood at 79% (54 – the 

highest figure in the series analysed), where the majority, in this case 78% (42 – 

the second highest figure in the series analysed) were aged between 18 and 24. 

Female driver fatalities accounted for the remaining 21% (14 – the highest figure 

in the series analysed), and of these, 86% (12 – the highest figure in the series 

analysed) were aged 18 to 24. 

On interurban roads, male drivers accounted for 74% (109) of fatalities, of whom 

90% (98) were aged 18 to 24. Female drivers accounted for the remaining 26% 

(39) and, of these, 82% (32) were aged between 18 and 24.

Table 37: Fatalities by gender and age. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Fatalities 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

M
a

le
s
 15-17 6 8 4 8 6 11 5 9 7 12 

18-24 24 28 47 25 29 26 20 25 38 42 

Subtotal 30 36 51 33 35 37 25 34 45 54 

F
e

m
a

le
s
 15-17 1 0 6 2 1 2 2 3 3 2 

18-24 6 10 5 7 9 5 1 6 5 12 

Subtotal 7 10 11 9 10 7 3 9 8 14 

U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 15-17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18-24 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

M
a

le
s
 15-17 11 15 6 9 11 15 5 14 15 11 

18-24 78 77 83 103 108 82 77 112 95 98 

Subtotal 89 92 89 112 119 97 82 126 110 109 

F
e

m
a

le
s
 15-17 6 4 7 10 6 6 9 0 2 7 

18-24 22 28 40 36 37 24 16 30 28 32 

Subtotal 28 32 47 46 43 30 25 30 30 39 

U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 15-17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18-24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Subtotal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Total 154 170 198 200 207 172 135 199 194 216 
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Furthermore, the percentage of hospitalised injured male drivers stood at 75% 

(539 – the highest figure in the series analysed), where 74% (401 – the highest 

figure in the series analysed) were aged 18 to 24. For their part, female drivers 

accounted for 24% (172) and of these, 73% (126) were aged between 18 and 24. 

On interurban roads, 70% (425) of hospitalised injured casualties were male 

drivers, of whom, once again, a majority – 82% (349) – were aged between 18 

and 24. Female drivers accounted for the remaining 30% (181) of hospitalised 

injured casualties and of these, 83% (151) were aged 18 to 24. 

Table 38: Hospitalised injured casualties, by gender and age. Spain, 2014-2023. 

Hospitalised injured casualties 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

M
a

le
s
 

15-17 126 116 129 141 100 128 98 113 143 138 

18-24 395 377 358 350 327 337 258 340 345 401 

Subtotal 521 493 487 491 427 465 356 453 488 539 

F
e

m
a

le
s
 15-17 48 43 54 52 30 44 39 59 36 46 

18-24 139 136 152 137 124 119 98 136 134 126 

Subtotal 187 179 206 189 154 163 137 195 170 172 

U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 15-17 0 0 1 3 1 4 4 0 1 1 

18-24 0 0 1 4 2 3 5 1 5 5 

Subtotal 0 0 2 7 3 7 9 1 6 6 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

M
a

le
s
 

15-17 59 82 72 91 58 50 63 72 55 76 

18-24 389 387 411 421 355 356 281 333 295 349 

Subtotal 448 469 483 512 413 406 344 405 350 425 

F
e

m
a

le
s
 15-17 31 31 33 37 29 32 17 29 29 30 

18-24 169 136 204 161 143 150 122 144 124 151 

Subtotal 200 167 237 198 172 182 139 173 153 181 

U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 15-17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18-24 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Subtotal 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Total 
1,356 1,308 1,415 1,398 1,169 1,223 985 1,227 1,168 1,323 
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Lastly, the percentage of non-hospitalised injured male drivers stood at 63% 

(8,383 – the third highest figure in the series analysed), where 80% (6,704) were 

aged 18 to 24. For their part, female drivers accounted for 36% (4,763) of non-

hospitalised injured casualties and of these, 82% (3,923) were aged between 18 

and 24. 

On interurban roads, 59% (4,565) of non-hospitalised injured casualties were 

male drivers, of whom a majority – 86% (3,918) – were also aged between 18 

and 24. Lastly, female drivers accounted for the remaining 41% (3,113) of non-

hospitalised injured casualties and a majority of these – 87% (2,709) – were aged 

between 18 and 24. 

Table 39: Non-hospitalised injured casualties, by gender and age group. Spain, 2014-2023.

Non-hospitalised injured casualties 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

M
a

le
s
 

15-17 1,276 1,435 1,550 1,423 1,371 1,473 1,151 1,399 1,632 1,679 

18-24 6,054 6,906 7,099 6,707 6,639 6,971 4,923 6,395 6,568 6,704 

Subtotal 7,330 8,341 8,649 8,130 8,010 8,444 6,074 7,794 8,200 8,383 

F
e

m
a

le
s
 15-17 774 937 1,033 919 855 888 632 796 870 840 

18-24 4,123 4,489 4,536 4,161 4,195 4,175 2,953 3,804 4,072 3,923 

Subtotal 4,897 5,426 5,569 5,080 5,050 5,063 3,585 4,600 4,942 4,763 

U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 15-17 4 14 28 37 23 40 20 22 20 20 

18-24 3 24 48 116 44 53 44 43 48 57 

Subtotal 7 38 76 153 67 93 64 65 68 77 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

M
a

le
s
 

15-17 495 539 586 686 660 573 448 554 569 647 

18-24 3,909 4,118 4,412 4,395 4,244 4,302 2,989 3,840 3,810 3,918 

Subtotal 4,404 4,657 4,998 5,081 4,904 4,875 3,437 4,394 4,379 4,565 

F
e

m
a

le
s
 15-17 429 407 462 526 491 426 318 377 396 404 

18-24 3,095 3,033 3,256 3,106 3,141 2,960 1,949 2,724 2,682 2,709 

Subtotal 3,524 3,440 3,718 3,632 3,632 3,386 2,267 3,101 3,078 3,113 

U
n

k
n

o
w

n
 15-17 1 2 0 4 1 1 0 1 0 0 

18-24 6 0 0 14 5 2 1 1 2 5 

Subtotal 7 2 0 18 6 3 1 2 2 5 

Total 
20,169 21,904 23,010 22,094 21,669 21,864 15,428 19,956 20,669 20,906 
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3.4.2 According to age and experience of the driver 

As regards the age and experience of the driver, the tables below show the ratio 

between the number of accidents with casualties in which they were involved with 

respect to the total census population. Both variables were calculated based on 

the age of the driver and the number of years for which they had held their class 

B licence2. The purpose is to analyse the involvement of young people in road 

traffic accidents based on their age and driving experience. 

Regarding class B licence holders and driving experience, the figures 

consistently showed that the most common age for obtaining a driving licence 

was 19. 

Table 40: Class B licence holders, by age and driving experience. Spain, 2023. 

Number of class B licence holders, by age and driving experience 

Number of years holding a class B licence 

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years 

H
o

ld
e

r’
s

 a
g

e
 

18 years 48,645 0 0 0 0 0 0 

19 years 116,655 50,088 0 0 0 0 0 

20 years 70,206 116,914 49,819 0 0 0 0 

21 years 40,559 67,779 122,660 38,298 0 0 0 

22 years 26,730 40,489 80,586 93,057 55,469 0 0 

23 years 21,054 27,801 48,237 53,312 113,520 55,417 0 

24 years 16,880 21,668 32,871 32,049 66,781 114,014 41,854 

2 Only individuals aged 18 and over can obtain a class B licence. Accordingly, these tables cover 
the 18 to 24 age range. 
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In absolute terms, 19-year-olds who have held a driving licence for less than a 

year had the most drivers involved in accidents, with 945 cases, followed by 20-

year-olds who have held a licence for one year, with 775. 

Table 41: Number of accidents with casualties involving B licence holders, according to their age and driving 
experience. Spain. 2023. 

Number of accidents with casualties involving class B licence holders, by 
age and driving experience 

Number of years holding a class B licence 

0 years 1 año 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years 

H
o

ld
e

r’
s

 a
g

e
 18 years 598 1 0 0 0 0 0 

19 years 945 461 0 0 0 0 0 

20 years 577 775 425 0 0 1 0 

21 years 339 471 743 324 1 0 0 

22 years 199 314 492 635 246 0 1 

23 years 183 197 302 434 504 284 1 

24 years 138 148 211 259 320 565 239 

However, the accident rate was highest among individuals aged 18 who have 

held a licence for less than one year, at a ratio of 0.012. This means that 1.2% of 

18-year-olds who have held a B licence for less than one year were involved inan

accident with casualties. Furthermore, the likelihood of being involved in 

anaccident with casualties declined in the fourth and fifth year of driving, at ratios 

ofbetween 0.004 and 0.006. 

Table 42: Ratio between the number of drivers involved in accidents with casualties (Table 44) and the number oflicence 
holders (Table 43). Spain. 2014-2023. 

Ratio of road accidents to holders, by holder’s age and driving experience 

Number of years holding a class B licence 

0 years 1 año 2years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years 

H
o

ld
e
r’

s
 a

g
e

 

18 years 0.012293 

19 years 0.008101 0.009204 

20 years 0.008219 0.006629 0.008531 

21 years 0.008358 0.006949 0.006057 0.008460 

22 years 0.007445 0.007755 0.006105 0.006824 0.004435 

23 years 0.008692 0.007086 0.006261 0.008141 0.004440 0.005125 

24 years 0.008175 0.006830 0.006419 0.008081 0.004792 0.004956 0.005710 
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3.4.3 Specific analysis of driving experience 

The involvement of young car drivers in road accidents according to their driving 

experience3 is analysed below. Specifically, the aim is to ascertain: 

- Number of young car drivers involved in accidents (with casualties or

fatalities) per 1,000 registered young people holding a B licence.

- Number of casualties in the cars involved in the accidents per 1,000

registered young people holding a B licence.

- Average number of casualties per young car driver.

To do so, a total of 3 variables (young car drivers involved in serious or fatal 

accidents, recorded casualties of car occupants in these accidents and the 

number of young B licence holders) were combined. Disaggregated statistics can 

be found in Annex I: Base tables for the specific analysis of driving experience, 

and they have been calculated as the average for 2014-2023. 

It should be considered in each case that the decimal figures appearing in the 

analyses below are a result of the procedure followed to calculate the average 

value, for which the accumulated records for 2014 to 2023 were added together 

and subsequently divided by 10, rounding to one decimal place. 

3 Calculated as the difference between the date of the accident and the licence issue date. 
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3.4.3.1 Number of young car drivers involved in accidents per 1,000 registered 

young people holding a B licence 

The heat map shows a downward trend in the columns, such that the highest 

figures are among young drivers with recently issued licences.  

Specifically, over the period 2014-2023, an average of 47 young car drivers who 

had held their licence for less than 1 year were involved in accidents with 

casualties per 1,000 people with the same characteristics. This figure gradually 

falls to 25 young drivers who had held their licence for 6 years.  

Table 43: Number of young car drivers involved in accidents with casualties per 1,000 registered young people holding 
a B licence. Disaggregated by driving experience (in years and months). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023 

average. 

Number of young car drivers involved in fatal accidents per 1,000 
registered young people holding a B licence. 

Disaggregated by the number of years and months of the young 
person’s driving experience. 

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years 

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 48.2 50.4 41.4 36.9 38.2 31.3 29.2 

1 month 47.0 37.7 31.6 31.6 25.7 24.5 19.9 

2 months 46.2 35.2 30.2 26.0 25.6 23.3 18.3 

3 months 44.1 33.4 28.6 26.1 23.0 19.8 16.1 

4 months 76.7 60.3 52.4 47.4 49.2 47.1 45.0 

5 months 40.7 32.3 29.5 28.1 25.1 22.8 23.2 

6 months 44.4 42.3 38.3 36.2 35.3 31.0 39.1 

7 months 49.6 44.3 38.1 36.5 32.8 31.3 36.1 

8 months 51.8 44.6 41.2 40.8 33.0 31.1 40.7 

9 months 43.1 40.8 35.7 32.0 30.0 26.9 25.5 

10 months 43.0 37.3 31.3 29.3 29.3 27.4 25.7 

11 months 42.4 36.7 31.7 28.6 27.6 24.5 30.8 

Total 47.0 40.2 34.8 32.2 30.0 27.0 25.0 
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A similar pattern arises among young drivers involved in fatal accidents: the 

highest values are among those with the most recently issued licences.  

Specifically, 0.8 young drivers involved in fatal accidents per 1,000 young people 

holding a B licence had held their licence for less than a year. This rate 

progressively declines as driving experience increases, up to a minimum of 0.4 

at 5 years’ experience. 

Table 44: Number of young car drivers involved in fatal accidents per 1,000 registered young people holding a B 
licence. Disaggregated by driving experience (in years and months). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023 

average. 

  Number of young car drivers involved in fatal accidents per 1,000 
registered young people holding a B licence. 

Disaggregated by the number of years and months of the young 
person’s driving experience. 

  

  0 years  1 year  2 years  3 years  4 years  5 years  6 years  

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 0.8 1.0 0.3 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.9 

1 month 0.8 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.4 

2 months 0.9 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.4 

3 months 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.2 

4 months 1.3 0.8 1.0 0.7 0.8 1.1 0.9 

5 months 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.3 

6 months 0.5 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.7 0.4 

7 months 1.1 1.0 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.5 1.5 

8 months 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.3 0.6 

9 months 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 

10 months 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.5 

11 months  1.0 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.5 

Total 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.5 
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3.4.3.2 Number of casualties recorded in cars driven by young people per 1,000 

registered young people holding a B licence 

Again, the heat map shows a downward trend in the columns, such that the 

highest figures are among young drivers with recently issued licences.  

Specifically, over the period 2014-2023, there was on average 73.4 casualties in 

cars driven by young people who had held their licence for less than 1 year per 

1,000 people with the same characteristics. This figure gradually falls to 34.6 

casualties in the case of people who had 6 years’ driving experience.  

Table 45: Number of casualties recorded in cars driven by young people and involved in accidents with casualties, per 
1,000 registered young people holding a B licence Disaggregated by driving experience (in years and months). Urban 

and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023 average. 

Number of casualties in cars involved in fatal accidents per 1,000 
registered young people holding a B licence. 

Disaggregated by the number of years and months of the young 
person’s driving experience. 

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 81.9 78.0 60.7 51.5 53.8 43.5 38.9 

1 month 74.8 57.2 46.3 44.8 36.1 34.3 28.4 

2 months 72.9 52.5 42.9 37.8 34.9 30.8 25.6 

3 months 68.9 50.1 41.3 37.0 32.3 27.6 20.7 

4 months 117.7 91.5 79.4 68.1 70.0 65.3 65.1 

5 months 63.2 47.6 42.9 39.3 36.0 30.3 32.0 

6 months 69.0 62.9 55.1 50.2 48.7 44.3 50.8 

7 months 75.7 65.0 55.3 52.1 46.1 41.9 49.3 

8 months 78.9 65.9 59.8 58.0 46.9 41.5 61.2 

9 months 65.0 60.6 50.9 45.6 38.6 37.6 34.8 

10 months 66.5 55.4 43.8 40.9 40.6 37.0 42.7 

11 months 65.6 54.5 45.0 42.7 38.3 33.1 46.2 

Total 73.4 60.1 50.4 45.8 41.8 37.0 34.6 
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A similar pattern arises in the case of fatal accident victims: the highest figures 

are among young drivers who had held their licence for a brief period, specifically 

a matter of months.  

In this case, the proportion of victims in fatal accidents involving cars driven by 

young people who had held a B licence for less than 1 year was 1.9 per 1,000 

young people holding the same licence. Subsequently, the values gradually 

declined to 0.7 victims after 5 years of driving experience. 

Table 46: Number of casualties recorded in cars driven by young people and involved in fatal accidents, per 1,000 
registered young people holding a B licence. Disaggregated by driving experience (in years and months). Urban and 

interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023 average. 

Number of casualties in cars involved in fatal accidents per 1,000 
registered young people holding a B licence. 

Disaggregated by the number of years and months of the young 
person’s driving experience. 

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 2.2 2.0 0.4 1.1 0.5 1.1 1.5 

1 month 2.1 0.9 1.3 1.3 1.4 0.8 0.6 

2 months 1.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.9 

3 months 1.3 0.8 1.1 0.8 0.7 0.3 0.3 

4 months 3.2 1.8 2.6 1.3 1.0 2.4 1.5 

5 months 1.3 0.7 0.9 0.9 0.5 0.7 0.4 

6 months 1.3 1.9 1.3 0.7 1.1 1.0 0.6 

7 months 2.4 2.0 1.0 1.3 0.9 0.8 2.3 

8 months 1.9 1.6 1.0 1.2 1.4 0.7 0.9 

9 months 1.7 1.2 1.2 1.0 0.9 1.0 0.7 

10 months 1.3 1.5 1.4 0.4 0.8 0.4 2.2 

11 months 2.6 0.7 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.5 1.5 

Total 1.9 1.3 1.1 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.9 
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3.4.3.3 Average number of casualties per young car driver involved in each 

accident 

Lastly, with regard to the number of victims recorded per young car driver 

involved in an accident with casualties according to how long they have held a B 

licence, we again find a similar pattern to that of previous analyses. 

Specifically, the highest values are among young drivers who obtained their 

licence more recently, especially within the previous months, for whom the figure 

stands at 1.6 casualties per young driver. Subsequently, as driving experience 

increases, the values progressively decline, reaching 1.4 casualties per young 

driver after 2 years and practically remaining constant for up to 6 years. 

Table 47: Number of casualties per young car driver holding a B licence involved in an accident with casualties. 
Disaggregated by driving experience (in years and months). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023 average. 

Number of casualties per driver 

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 

1 month 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 

2 months 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.3 1.4 

3 months 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 

4 months 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 

5 months 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.4 

6 months 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 

7 months 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.4 

8 months 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.5 

9 months 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.4 1.4 

10 months 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.7 

11 months 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.5 

Total 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 
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A similar pattern emerges in the case of fatal accidents, but the numbers are 

somewhat higher. The highest values are among young drivers who had held 

their licence for less than 1 year, for whom the figure stands at 2.3 casualties per 

young driver. Subsequently, the values fall steadily to 1.7 casualties per young 

driver in the column for 4 years of driving experience, and remaining stable at 

that value up to 6 years. 

Table 48: Number of casualties per young car driver holding a B licence involved in a fatal accident. Disaggregated by 
driving experience (in years and months). Urban and interurban roads. Spain, 2014-2023 average. 

Number of casualties per driver 

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 2.6 2.1 1.1 1.6 1.3 1.8 1.6 

1 month 2.7 2.2 1.9 2.3 2.1 2.1 1.3 

2 months 2.0 1.8 1.8 1.5 1.2 1.2 2.6 

3 months 2.3 1.9 2.4 2.2 1.5 1.4 1.3 

4 months 2.4 2.1 2.6 1.8 1.3 2.2 1.8 

5 months 2.1 1.9 2.0 1.6 1.8 1.9 1.3 

6 months 2.5 2.0 2.0 1.4 2.3 1.5 1.5 

7 months 2.3 2.0 2.0 2.2 1.5 1.5 1.5 

8 months 2.1 2.5 1.8 2.3 1.9 2.7 1.5 

9 months 2.5 2.1 1.5 1.6 1.5 1.7 2.0 

10 months 1.9 2.0 1.9 1.1 2.0 1.3 4.0 

11 months 2.7 1.3 1.4 1.8 1.8 1.2 1.0 

Total 2.3 2.0 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.7 1.7 
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3.5 Concurrent factors and offences 

The presence of concurrent factors in road traffic accidents such as alcohol 

and/or drugs or offences among young drivers in 2023 is analysed below. 

3.5.1 Alcohol and/or drugs 

3.5.1.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

On urban roads, 168 breathalyser tests were carried out on drivers aged 15 to 

17, the highest figure in the series analysed. 8% (14) were positive. On interurban 

roads, the total number of tests was 220 (the highest figure in the series 

analysed), and 2% (4) tested positive.  

Table 49: Trends in breathalyser test results among drivers aged 15 to 17 involved in accidents with casualties. 
Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2016-2023. 

Breathalyser test results among drivers aged 15 to 17 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

With test record 73 70 70 76 77 127 120 168 

With positive result 7 4 5 3 7 13 6 14 

Positive breathalyser test % 10% 6% 7% 4% 9% 10% 5% 8% 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 

With test record 
118 130 104 142 150 183 188 220 

With positive result 4 5 4 2 1 7 5 4 
Positive breathalyser test % 3% 4% 4% 1% 1% 4% 3% 2% 
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As for drugs, 2 tests (the second highest figure in the series analysed) were 

carried out on deceased drivers aged 15 to 17, of which 50% (1) tested positive. 

On interurban roads, 2 tests (the second highest figure in the series analysed) 

were also carried out, both of which were positive. In any case, the small size of 

the recorded sample must be taken into account when interpreting these 

distributions. 

Table 50: Trends in drug test results among deceased drivers aged 15 to 17. Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2016-
2023. 

Drug test results among deceased drivers aged 15 to 17 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

With test record 3 4 3 6 3 4 1 2 

With positive result 2 1 0 1 0 2 1 1 
Positive drug test % 67% 25% 0% 17% 0% 50% 100% 50% 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 With test record 3 3 2 6 4 4 6 2 

With positive result 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Positive drug test % 0% 33% 50% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 

As for the analysis of joint alcohol and drug tests, 2 tests were conducted on 

drivers aged 15 to 17 who had died on urban roads, and 50% (1) were positive. 

On interurban roads, 2 joint alcohol and drug tests were also carried out, and 

none were positive. In any case, as for the previous analysis, the small size of 

the recorded sample must be taken into account when interpreting these 

distributions. 

Table 51: Trends in breathalyser and drug test results among deceased drivers aged 15 to 17. Disaggregated by road 
type. Spain. 2016-2023. 

Breathalyser and drug test results among deceased 
drivers aged 15 to 17 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

With test record 3 4 3 6 7 4 1 2 

With positive result 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Positive alcohol and drug 
test % 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 50% 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 With test record 3 4 3 6 4 4 6 2 

With positive result 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Positive alcohol and drug 
test % 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
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3.5.1.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

On urban roads, 2,037 breathalyser tests were carried out on drivers aged 18 to 

24, the highest figure in the series analysed and 15% (308 – the third highest 

figure in the series analysed) were positive. On interurban roads, the total number 

of tests was 3,864 (the third highest figure in the series analysed), and 7% (283) 

tested positive.  

Table 52: Trends in breathalyser test results among drivers aged 18 to 24 involved in accidents with casualties. 
Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2016-2023. 

Breathalyser test results among drivers aged 18 to 24 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

With test 
record 

1,533 1,432 1,395 1,406 1,092 1,466 1,469 2,037 

With 
positive 
result 

290 263 296 272 230 326 336 308 

Positive 
breathalyser 
test % 

19% 18% 21% 19% 21% 22% 23% 15% 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 With test 

record 
3,561 3,702 3,902 4,133 2,736 3,740 3,776 3,864 

With 
positive 
result 

311 279 297 341 207 350 318 283 

Positive 
breathalyser 
test % 

9% 8% 8% 8% 8% 9% 8% 7% 
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As for drugs, 14 tests were carried out on deceased drivers aged 18 to 24, of 

which 21% (3) tested positive. On interurban roads, 56 tests were performed, of 

which 20% (11) were positive. 

Table 53: Trends in drug test results among deceased drivers aged 18 to 24. Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2016-
2023. 

Drug test results among deceased drivers aged 18 to 24 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

With test record 25 13 19 14 11 10 15 14 

With positive 
result 

5 0 4 4 6 3 4 3 

Positive drug 
test % 

20% 0% 21% 29% 55% 30% 27% 21% 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

With test record 48 54 66 58 49 62 48 56 

With positive 
result 

6 10 14 11 5 16 10 11 

Positive drug 
test % 

13% 19% 21% 19% 10% 26% 21% 20% 

As for joint alcohol and drug tests, 14 tests were conducted on drivers aged 18 

to 24 who had died on urban roads, and 7% (1) were positive. On interurban 

roads, 56 joint alcohol and drug tests were carried out, with 9% (5) testing 

positive.

Table 54: Trends in breathalyser and drug test results among deceased drivers aged 18 to 24. Disaggregated by road 
type. Spain. 2016-2023. 

Breathalyser and drug test results among deceased drivers 
aged 18 to 24 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 With test record 25 13 19 14 11 10 15 14 

With positive 
result 

1 0 1 2 2 1 2 1 

Positive alcohol 
and drug test % 

4% 0% 5% 14% 18% 10% 13% 7% 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

With test record 48 54 66 58 49 62 48 56 

With positive 
result 

2 6 5 2 2 9 6 5 

Positive alcohol 
and drug test % 

4% 11% 8% 3% 4% 15% 13% 9% 
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3.5.2 Offences

3.5.2.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

On urban roads, 42% (40) of the drivers killed or hospitalized with injuries had 

committed some type of offence, while in 35% (33) of cases, it is unknown 

whether any offence occurred.

On the other hand, on interurban roads, 61% (22) of the drivers killed or 

hospitalized with injuries had committed some type of offence, and in another 

17% (6) of cases, it is unknown whether any offence occurred..

Table 55: Accidents with casualties according to whether the driver aged 15 to 17 had committed an offence of any kind. 
Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023.

Accidents with casualties involving or not involving offences by drivers aged 15 to 17
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

No
offence 15 14 13 23 14 12 8 28 22 22 

Involving
an offence 37 29 45 47 28 49 31 43 46 40 

Unknown 21 23 25 20 20 16 20 23 36 33 

Total 73 66 83 90 62 77 59 94 104 95 

In
te

ru
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

No
offence 4 11 7 8 8 7 7 7 7 8 

Involving
an offence 21 41 22 30 16 25 30 26 25 22 

Unknown 5 7 5 9 7 3 9 6 13 6 

Total 30 59 34 47 31 35 46 39 45 36 

Total 103 125 117 137 93 112 105 133 149 131 

Data from Catalonia and the Basque Country are excluded.

On urban roads in 2023, the most common offences were speeding (30%, 12), 

failure to respect priority regulations other than stop signs and pedestrian 

crossings (23%, 9), and failure to maintain a safe following distance (20%, 8, 

the highest figure in the analyzed period).

Conversely, the least common offences were opening doors without caution, 

failing to yield to pedestrians, and driving slowly and obstructing traffic, none of 

which were recorded.



Road accident rates: young people 90 

Table 56: Details of offences committed by drivers aged 15 to 17 in accidents with casualties. Urban 
roads. Spain. 2014-2023

Details of offences committed by drivers aged 15 to 17 in accidents with
casualties

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

Speed-related offence 12 13 15 16 10 16 4 16 18 12 

Percentage 32% 45% 33% 34% 36% 33% 13% 37% 39% 30% 
Slow speed
impeding traffic 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Failing to obey a
STOP sign 3 1 5 6 3 4 4 3 4 1

Percentage 8% 3% 11% 13% 11% 8% 13% 7% 9% 3% 

Failing to observe a
pedestrian crossing 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 4% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Failing to observe
another priority regulation 12 7 14 10 6 11 13 13 11 9

Percentage 32% 24% 31% 21% 21% 22% 42% 30% 24% 23% 
Driving the wrong
way or where entry
prohibited

2 2 2 4 3 3 1 8 2 7

Percentage 5% 7% 4% 9% 11% 6% 3% 19% 4% 18% 
Partially encroaching on 
the oncoming lane 2 2 4 4 2 5 3 4 6 1
Percentage 5% 7% 9% 9% 7% 10% 10% 9% 13% 3% 

Overtaking in
breach of the rules 5 1 3 3 3 7 2 1 6 2

Percentage 14% 3% 7% 6% 11% 14% 6% 2% 13% 5% 

Failing to maintain
a safety gap 1 1 6 4 2 4 1 4 6 8

Percentage 3% 3% 13% 9% 7% 8% 3% 9% 13% 20% 

Other driver
offence 4 1 0 6 2 5 3 0 3 4

Percentage 11% 3% 0% 13% 7% 10% 10% 0% 7% 10% 

Opening doors
without due care 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Incorrect use of
lights 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 0 2 1

Percentage 3% 3% 2% 4% 4% 2% 3% 0% 4% 3% 
Excess, improperly
secured or falling
load 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 
Other offence 3 7 7 5 7 3 7 6 8 7
Percentage 8% 24% 16% 11% 25% 6% 23% 14% 17% 18% 

Data from Catalonia and the Basque Country are excluded.

On interurban roads, the most common offences were speeding (32%, 7 

cases), illegal overtaking (18%, 4, the highest figure in the analyzed series), and 

failing to observe other priority regulations other than STOP or pedestrian 

crossing (14%, 3).   
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Finally, the least frequent infractions, with 0 cases, were: failing to observe 
pedestrian crossings, opening doors without due care, incorrect use of lights, 
and excess, improperly secured or falling load. 

Table 57: Details of offences committed by drivers aged 15 to 17 in accidents with casualties. Interurban roads.
Spain. 2014-2023

Details of offences committed by drivers aged 15 to 17 in accidents with
casualties

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

In
te

ru
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

Speed-related offence 10 20 10 10 9 14 13 7 7 7
Percentage 48% 49% 45% 33% 56% 56% 43% 27% 28% 32% 
Slow speed
impeding traffic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 5% 

Failing to obey a
STOP  sign 1 5 0 3 0 2 1 2 1 2

Percentage 5% 12% 0% 10% 0% 8% 3% 8% 4% 9% 

Failing to observe
a pedestrian crossing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Failing to observe another
priority regulation 1 5 2 1 0 0 2 3 1 3

Percentage 5% 12% 9% 3% 0% 0% 7% 12% 4% 14% 
Driving the wrong way
or where entry
is prohibited

0 1 1 1 0 1 0 2 2 1

Percentage 0% 2% 5% 3% 0% 4% 0% 8% 8% 5% 
IPartially encroaching on 
the oncoming lane 8 5 5 7 5 5 11 6 4 2
Percentage 38% 12% 23% 23% 31% 20% 37% 23% 16% 9% 

Overtaking in
breach of the rules 0 1 0 1 0 1 2 3 0 4

Percentage 0% 2% 0% 3% 0% 4% 7% 12% 0% 18% 

Failing to maintain
a safety gap 1 1 1 3 2 1 0 1 1 2

Percentage 5% 2% 5% 10% 13% 4% 0% 4% 4% 9% 

Other driver
offence 0 1 1 2 1 0 1 1 2 0

Percentage 0% 2% 5% 7% 6% 0% 3% 4% 8% 0% 

Opening doors 
without due care 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Incorrect use of
lights 1 0 2 0 1 1 2 2 1 0

Percentage 5% 0% 9% 0% 6% 4% 7% 8% 4% 0% 
Excess, improperly 
secured or falling 
load 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Other offence 9 11 6 9 3 6 6 5 8 4
Percentage 43% 27% 27% 30% 19% 24% 20% 19% 32% 18% 

Data from Catalonia and the Basque Country are excluded.
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3.5.2.2 18 to 24 year-olds

In 2023, 43% (138) of drivers killed or hospitalized on urban roads had 

committed some type of offence, while in 34% (108) it is unknown whether or 

not a offend occurred.

On interurban roads, 67% (206) of drivers killed or hospitalized had committed 

some type of offend. In 18% (56) it is unknown whether any offends occurred. 
Table 58: Accidents with casualties according to whether the driver aged 18 to 24 had committed an offence of any 

kind. Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023.

Accidents with casualties involving or not involving offences by drivers aged 18 to 24

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

No
offence 54 45 46 38 52 67 51 62 70 73 

Involving 
an offence 103 100 92 85 98 110 76 94 121 138 

Unknown 126 125 133 128 78 66 61 78 96 108 

Subtotal 283 270 271 251 228 243 188 234 287 319 

In
te

ru
rb

an
 ro

ad
s No

offence 57 47 54 52 43 48 28 37 37 45 

Involving
an offence 245 218 241 248 214 198 169 202 144 206 

Unknown 39 52 52 57 46 52 53 48 64 56 

Subtotal 341 317 347 357 303 298 250 287 245 307 

Total 624 587 618 608 531 541 438 521 532 626 

Data from Catalonia and the Basque Country are excluded.

On urban roads in 2023, the most common offences were speeding (46%, 64, 

the highest figure in the analyzed period), failing to respect priority regulations 

other than stop and pedestrian crossing signs (19%, 26, the highest figure in 

the analyzed period), and failing to maintain a safety gap (11%, 15, the highest 

figure in the analyzed period). Conversely, the least common offences, 

with no reported cases, were slow speed impeding traffic, excess, improperly 

secured or falling load, and opening doors without due care. 
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Table 59: Details of offences committed by drivers aged 18 to 24 in accidents with casualties. Urban roads. Spain. 
2014-2023.

Details of offences committed by drivers aged 18 to 24 in accidents with
casualties

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

an
 ro

ad
s

Speed-related offence 51 51 54 44 52 48 35 42 57 64 

Percentage 50% 51% 59% 52% 53% 44% 46% 45% 47% 46% 
Slow speed 
impeding traffic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Failing to obey a 
STOP sign 4 5 1 6 5 4 4 8 5 12 

Percentage 4% 5% 1% 7% 5% 4% 5% 9% 4% 9% 

Failing to observe a
pedestrian crossing 0 0 0 1 3 0 2 2 4 1

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 1% 3% 0% 3% 2% 3% 1% 

Failing to observe
another priority regulation 22 17 14 17 10 24 20 13 21 26 

Percentage 21% 17% 15% 20% 10% 22% 26% 14% 17% 19% 
Driving the wrong way 
or where entry is
prohibited

13 8 7 2 2 6 3 8 15 11 

Percentage 13% 8% 8% 2% 2% 5% 4% 9% 12% 8% 
Partially encroaching 
on the oncoming lane 8 6 9 5 5 8 2 7 6 6
Percentage 8% 6% 10% 6% 5% 7% 3% 7% 5% 4% 

Overtaking in
breach of the rules 9 13 9 4 5 9 5 2 9 10 

Percentage 9% 13% 10% 5% 5% 8% 7% 2% 7% 7% 

Failing to maintain
a safety gap 5 7 8 9 11 12 9 8 10 15 

Percentage 5% 7% 9% 11% 11% 11% 12% 9% 8% 11% 

Other driver
offence 11 8 8 7 11 13 6 7 12 13 

Percentage 11% 8% 9% 8% 11% 12% 8% 7% 10% 9% 

Opening doors
without due care 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Incorrect use of
lights 1 6 4 1 4 4 4 2 1 3

Percentage 1% 6% 4% 1% 4% 4% 5% 2% 1% 2% 
Excess, improperly 
secured or failing
load 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 
Other offence 13 21 16 16 26 19 15 17 26 20 
Percentage 13% 21% 17% 19% 27% 17% 20% 18% 21% 14% 

Data from Catalonia and the Basque Country are excluded.

On interurban roads, the most common offences were speeding (59%, 122), 

partially encroaching on the oncoming lane (16%, 32) and  overtaking in breach 

of the rules (5%, 10).  
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Finally, the least frequent offences committed by drivers aged 18 to 24 who died 
or were hospitalized with injuries, all with 0 cases, were opening doors without 
due care, slow speed impeding traffic, and failing to observe a pedestrian 
crossing. 

Table 60: Details of offences committed by drivers aged 18 to 24 in accidents with casualties. Interurban roads.  .
Spain. 2014-2023. 

Details of offences committed by drivers aged 18 to 24 in accidents with
casualties

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

In
te

ru
rb

an
s 

ro
ad

s

Speed-related offence 145 133 145 132 108 106 98 99 64 122 

Percentage 59% 61% 60% 53% 50% 54% 58% 49% 44% 59% 
Slow speed
impeding traffic 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Failing to obey a
STOP sign 10 8 6 5 8 7 6 5 9 4

Percentage 4% 4% 2% 2% 4% 4% 4% 2% 6% 2% 

Failing to observe a
pedestrian crossing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Failing to observe another 
priority regulation 2 5 6 7 5 7 5 1 1 4

Percentage 1% 2% 2% 3% 2% 4% 3% 0% 1% 2% 
Driving the wrong way
or where entry
is prohibited

2 6 6 5 4 4 2 7 7 3

Percentage 1% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 3% 5% 1% 
Partially encroaching on 
the oncoming lane 56 39 40 52 43 45 33 48 33 32 

Percentage 23% 18% 17% 21% 20% 23% 20% 24% 23% 16% 

Overtaking in
breach of the rules 8 7 12 12 7 8 11 14 6 10 

Percentage 3% 3% 5% 5% 3% 4% 7% 7% 4% 5% 

Failing to maintain
a safety gap 8 12 5 12 9 5 2 9 9 5

Percentage 3% 6% 2% 5% 4% 3% 1% 4% 6% 2% 

Other driver offence 5 4 4 10 7 3 3 5 5 4

Percentage 2% 2% 2% 4% 3% 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 

Opening doors
without due care 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Incorrect use of
lights 3 3 0 4 0 1 1 4 2 2

Percentage 1% 1% 0% 2% 0% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 
Excess, improperly
secured or falling
load 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Other offence 74 71 73 85 80 60 51 63 43 56 
Percentage 30% 33% 30% 34% 37% 30% 30% 31% 30% 27% 

Data from Catalonia and the Basque Country are excluded.
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3.6 By day of the week 

The timing of road traffic accidents involving young drivers in 2023 will be 

analysed below, differentiating between the two age groups covered by the 

report. 

3.6.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

On urban roads, 65% (1,195 – the highest figure in the series analysed) of 

accidents with casualties occurred during the week in 2023. On interurban roads, 

60% (264 – the highest figure in the series analysed) also occurred during the 

week. 

Table 61: Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17 according to type of day. Disaggregated by road 
type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 During the 

week 
791 816 958 900 827 957 817 970 1,165 1,195 

Weekend 
420 470 553 517 450 510 460 566 636 643 

Subtotal 
1,211 1,286 1,511 1,417 1,277 1,467 1,277 1,536 1,801 1,838 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

During the 
week 

143 182 215 222 217 209 209 234 239 264 

Weekend 
110 126 141 172 142 146 135 169 154 179 

Subtotal 
253 308 356 394 359 355 344 403 393 443 

Total 1,464 1,594 1,867 1,811 1,636 1,822 1,621 1,939 2,194 2,281 
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On urban roads, 56% (112 – the third highest figure in the series analysed) of 

driver fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers were reported during the week. 

On interurban roads, 55% (68 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) 

of these occurred at weekends.  

Table 62: Individuals aged 15 to 17 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation according to type of day. 

Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

Individuals aged 15 to 17 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring 
hospitalisation 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

During the 
week 

100 89 114 123 87 107 98 97 104 112 

Weekend 81 78 80 83 51 82 50 87 86 87 

Subtotal 181 167 194 206 138 189 148 184 190 199 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 During the 

week 
54 64 68 75 48 39 49 48 59 56 

Weekend 53 68 50 72 56 64 45 67 42 68 

Subtotal 107 132 118 147 104 103 94 115 101 124 

Total 288 299 312 353 242 292 242 299 291 323 

With respect to the day of the week, Saturdays accounted for a total of 72 driver 

fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers, more than any other day of the week. 

Fridays came second, with a total of 63 driver fatalities and hospitalised injured 

drivers.  

As regards time of day, most accidents with casualties occurred from 17:00 to 

17:59, with a total of 27 driver fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers, and from 

18:00 to 18:59, with 25. 

However, the times with highest accident rate were Fridays from 22:00 to 22:59, 

with 9 driver fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers, and Saturdays from 20:00 

to 20:59 and from 21:00 to 21:59, with 8 driver fatalities and hospitalised injured 

drivers each. 
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Table 63: Individuals aged 15 to 17 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation according to day and 
time. Urban and interurban roads. Spain. 2023. 

 

Individuals aged 15 to 17 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Total 

U
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 i
n

te
ru

rb
a

n
 r

o
a

d
s

 

00:00-00:59 0 4 0 3 2 1 2 12 

01:00-01:59 2 0 1 2 2 0 1 8 

02:00-02:59 1 0 2 1 0 1 2 7 

03:00-03:59 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 5 

04:00-04:59 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 4 

05:00-05:59 2 1 0 0 2 4 5 14 

06:00-06:59 1 0 2 0 0 2 1 6 

07:00-07:59 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 5 

08:00-08:59 1 1 3 0 1 0 1 7 

09:00-09:59 1 2 2 0 1 3 1 10 

10:00-10:59 0 1 2 1 2 3 2 11 

11:00-11:59 0 2 2 1 2 4 1 12 

12:00-12:59 0 1 1 0 6 1 1 10 

13:00-13:59 4 0 0 2 0 0 1 7 

14:00-14:59 4 4 1 2 7 2 2 22 

15:00-15:59 4 1 2 2 0 3 2 14 

16:00-16:59 2 1 1 1 2 4 0 11 

17:00-17:59 2 1 3 5 5 5 6 27 

18:00-18:59 5 4 0 6 5 3 2 25 

19:00-19:59 1 6 5 2 2 2 4 22 

20:00-20:59 1 1 1 5 5 8 3 24 

21:00-21:59 3 0 4 1 4 8 2 22 

22:00-22:59 1 0 0 2 9 7 4 23 

23:00-23:59 2 1 2 0 3 5 2 15 

Total 37 32 34 37 63 72 48 323 
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3.6.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

In 2023, 64% (7,900) of accidents with casualties on urban roads were reported 

during the week. On interurban roads, 60% of these (3,896) also occurred during 

the week. 

 
Table 64: Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24 according to type of day. Disaggregated by road 

type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

  
Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

During 
the week 

7,226 7,952 8,571 8,116 7,934 8,325 5,784 7,437 7,911 7,900 

Weekend 3,647 4,156 4,614 4,337 4,241 4,393 3,316 4,420 4,394 4,503 

Subtotal 10,873 12,108 13,185 12,453 12,175 12,718 9,100 11,857 12,305 12,403 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 During 

the week 
3,688 3,736 4,198 4,319 4,231 4,182 2,799 3,743 3,788 3,896 

Weekend 2,542 2,559 2,849 2,842 2,778 2,842 1,951 2,577 2,509 2,559 

Subtotal 6,230 6,295 7,047 7,161 7,009 7,024 4,750 6,320 6,297 6,455 

Total 17,103 18,403 20,232 19,614 19,184 19,742 13,850 18,177 18,602 18,858 
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On urban roads, 54% (319) of driver fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers 

were reported during the week. On interurban roads, 51% (319) also occurred 

during the week. 

 
Table 65: Individuals aged 18 to 24 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation according to type of day. 

Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

  

Individuals aged 18 to 24 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring 
hospitalisation 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

During 
the week 

306 325 331 304 269 280 237 291 302 319 

Weekend 258 226 232 219 222 211 145 217 225 267 

Subtotal 564 551 563 523 491 491 382 508 527 586 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 During 

the week 
325 278 345 330 306 273 239 293 271 319 

Weekend 333 350 393 392 337 339 257 326 273 311 

Subtotal 658 628 738 722 643 612 496 619 544 630 

Total 1,222 1,179 1,301 1,245 1,134 1,103 878 1,127 1,071 1,216 

 

 

With respect to the day of the week, the most driver fatalities and hospitalised 

injured drivers in the series were recorded on Saturdays (242). Sundays come 

second, with a total of 241.  

As for timing, most driver fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers occurred from 

14:00 to 14:59, with a total of 76, and from 07:00 to 07:59, with 74 driver fatalities 

and hospitalised injured drivers. 

Lastly, the times with the highest accident rate were Saturdays from 07:00 to 

07:59, with 26 driver fatalities and hospitalised injured drivers, and Sundays from 

06:00 to 06:59, with 24. 
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Table 66: Individuals aged 18 to 24 who were or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation according to day and time. 

Urban and interurban roads. Spain. 2023. 

 

Individuals aged 18 to 24 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Total 

U
rb

a
n

 a
n

d
 i
n

te
ru

rb
a

n
 r

o
a

d
s
 

00:00-00:59 6 6 5 7 13 12 13 62 

01:00-01:59 5 4 2 8 4 6 6 35 

02:00-02:59 2 4 0 1 5 7 7 26 

03:00-03:59 3 8 6 0 5 8 13 43 

04:00-04:59 0 2 4 3 2 6 7 24 

05:00-05:59 5 2 0 1 1 8 13 30 

06:00-06:59 9 5 5 4 7 13 24 67 

07:00-07:59 8 5 4 9 8 26 14 74 

08:00-08:59 8 7 8 9 7 3 11 53 

09:00-09:59 1 8 7 5 1 7 8 37 

10:00-10:59 3 5 2 1 4 5 3 23 

11:00-11:59 1 1 5 2 6 8 8 31 

12:00-12:59 8 3 6 5 4 12 10 48 

13:00-13:59 7 1 8 7 10 12 11 56 

14:00-14:59 11 13 9 9 8 11 15 76 

15:00-15:59 10 2 1 7 11 7 6 44 

16:00-16:59 6 7 8 8 12 9 8 58 

17:00-17:59 9 8 3 12 11 15 10 68 

18:00-18:59 10 10 6 6 9 9 9 59 

19:00-19:59 9 6 9 7 10 14 11 66 

20:00-20:59 9 10 7 9 17 6 8 66 

21:00-21:59 5 13 6 9 13 12 8 66 

22:00-22:59 3 4 5 9 6 14 12 53 

23:00-23:59 5 7 8 7 6 12 6 51 

Total 143 141 124 145 180 242 241 1,216 
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4 Context of accidents  

A series of aspects is analysed below to contextualise the circumstances 

surrounding the accidents and the victims recorded, regardless of whether or 

not they were driving. 

4.1 Type of road user 

4.1.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

On urban roads, 43% (6) of fatalities aged between 15 and 17 were drivers, 

followed by 36% (5 – the highest figure in the series analysed) who were 

passengers, and 21% (3) who were pedestrians.  

On interurban roads, 72% (13 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) 

of fatalities were passengers, and the remaining 28% (5) were drivers. 

 
Table 67: Fatalities among individuals aged between 15 and 17 according to type of road user. Disaggregated by road 

type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

  
Fatalities among individuals aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian  2 1 3 3 1 1 1 2 0 3 
Passenger 0 1 4 3 0 2 2 4 5 5 
Driver 5 6 3 4 6 10 4 6 5 6 

Subtotal 7 8 10 10 7 13 7 12 10 14 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 

Pedestrian 5 2 2 2 3 1 1 2 3 0 

Passenger 8 7 7 11 11 14 8 3 5 13 

Driver 4 10 4 6 3 6 5 9 9 5 

Subtotal 17 19 13 19 17 21 14 14 17 18 

Total 24 27 23 29 24 34 21 26 27 32 
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As regards hospitalised injured casualties on urban roads, 61% (113 – the second 

highest figure in the series analysed) were drivers, 19% (36 – the second highest 

figure in the series analysed) were passengers and a further 19% (36) were 

pedestrians.  

On interurban roads, 52% (55 – the third highest figure in the series analysed) of 

hospitalised injured casualties were passengers, 42% (45) were drivers and 6% 

(6) were pedestrians. 

 

Table 68: Hospitalised injured casualties aged between 15 and 17 according to type of road user.  

Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

  
Hospitalised injured casualties aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian  46 42 49 46 35 45 32 30 26 36 
Passenger 34 33 29 40 19 29 28 31 28 36 
Driver 94 84 106 110 77 102 81 111 126 113 

Subtotal 174 159 184 196 131 176 141 172 180 185 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 

Pedestrian 10 5 8 11 7 5 4 9 5 6 

Passenger 48 49 58 59 45 43 27 50 29 55 

Driver 32 59 39 58 35 34 49 42 50 45 

Subtotal 90 113 105 128 87 82 80 101 84 106 

Total 264 272 289 324 218 258 221 273 264 291 

 

As regards non-hospitalised injured casualties on urban roads, 59% (1,486 – the 

highest figure in the series analysed) were drivers, whereas 26% (657) were 

passengers and 16% (396) were pedestrians.  

On interurban roads, 63% (661) of non-hospitalised injured casualties were 

passengers, 35% (371) were drivers and 2% (19) were pedestrians. 
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Table 69: Non-hospitalised injured casualties aged between 15 and 17 according to type of road user. 
Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

  
Non-hospitalised injured casualties aged 15 to 17 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
U

rb
a

n
 r

o
a

d
s
 

Pedestrian  384 480 536 459 485 475 247 324 385 396 
Passenger 679 835 843 785 721 707 521 664 677 657 
Driver 991 1,071 1,232 1,135 1,043 1,219 1,035 1,229 1,459 1,486 

Subtotal 2,054 2,386 2,611 2,379 2,249 2,401 1,803 2,217 2,521 2,539 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 

Pedestrian 23 19 21 26 29 25 17 16 20 19 

Passenger 703 702 729 871 807 677 469 573 622 661 

Driver 199 227 298 319 316 298 280 343 323 371 

Subtotal 925 948 1048 1216 1152 1000 766 932 965 1051 

Total 2,979 3,334 3,659 3,595 3,401 3,401 2,569 3,149 3,486 3,590 
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4.1.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

On urban roads in 2023, 63% (34 – the second highest figure in the series 

analysed) of fatalities aged between 18 and 24 were drivers, whereas 26% (14 – 

the highest figure in the series analysed) were passengers, and 11% (6) were 

pedestrians.  

On interurban roads, 62% (80 – the second highest figure in the series analysed) 

of fatalities were drivers, 33% (43) were passengers and 5% (7) were 

pedestrians. 

Table 70: Fatalities among individuals aged between 18 and 24 according to type of road user. 
Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

Fatalities among individuals aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian 4 8 8 4 6 6 4 4 10 6 
Passenger 10 13 8 5 6 6 2 5 2 14 
Driver 16 17 36 23 26 20 15 22 31 34 

Subtotal 30 38 52 32 38 32 21 31 43 54 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 

Pedestrian 6 10 8 12 15 6 5 11 8 7 

Passenger 32 30 52 61 50 25 28 41 40 43 

Driver 62 65 63 66 80 75 60 90 76 80 

Subtotal 100 105 123 139 145 106 93 142 124 130 

Total 130 143 175 171 183 138 114 173 167 184 
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As regards hospitalised injured casualties on urban roads, 69% (369 – the highest 

figure in the series analysed) were drivers, 17% (92 – the third highest figure in 

the series analysed) were pedestrians and 13% (71) were passengers. 

On interurban roads, 63% (314) of hospitalised injured casualties were drivers, 

35% (174) were passengers and the remaining 2% (12) were pedestrians. 

Table 71: Hospitalised injured casualties aged between 18 and 24 according to type of road user. 
Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

  
Hospitalised injured casualties aged 18 to 24 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian  90 105 92 95 92 82 57 82 81 92 
Passenger 93 86 88 89 85 84 73 89 74 71 
Driver 351 322 331 307 276 291 231 306 328 369 
Subtotal 534 513 511 491 453 457 361 477 483 532 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 

Pedestrian 13 17 17 16 9 16 13 11 15 12 
Passenger 186 173 221 185 188 179 136 190 164 174 
Driver 359 333 377 382 301 311 254 276 241 314 
Subtotal 558 523 615 583 498 506 403 477 420 500 

Total 1,092 1,036 1,126 1,074 951 963 764 954 903 1,032 

 

As regards non-hospitalised injured casualties on urban roads, 68% (7,306 – the 

third highest figure in the series analysed) were drivers, whereas 23% (2,449) 

were passengers and 9% (929) were pedestrians. 

On interurban roads, 62% (4,100) of non-hospitalised injured casualties were 

drivers, 38% (2,487) were passengers and 1% (45) were pedestrians. 

 
Table 72: Non-hospitalised injured casualties aged between 18 and 24 according to type of road user. 

Disaggregated by road type. Spain. 2014-2023. 

  
Non-hospitalised injured casualties aged 18 to 24 

2,014 2,015 2,016 2,017 2,018 2,019 2,020 2,021 2,022 2,023 

U
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 Pedestrian  849 990 1,042 966 1,071 984 585 750 994 929 

Passenger 3,104 3,421 3,245 2,947 2,806 2,758 1,960 2,539 2,391 2,449 
Driver 6,227 7,008 7,396 7,071 7,001 7,447 5,375 6,953 7,299 7,306 
Subtotal 10,180 11,419 11,683 10,984 10,878 11,189 7,920 10,242 10,684 10,684 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 

ro
a

d
s
 

Pedestrian 48 32 29 52 48 44 27 49 46 45 
Passenger 3,029 3,159 3,194 2,988 2,930 2,823 1,861 2,506 2,462 2,487 
Driver 3,933 3,960 4,445 4,475 4,412 4,397 3,051 4,010 3,986 4,100 

Subtotal 7,010 7,151 7,668 7,515 7,390 7,264 4,939 6,565 6,494 6,632 

Total 17,190 18,570 19,351 18,499 18,268 18,453 12,859 16,807 17,178 17,316 
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4.2 Vehicle occupancy at the time of the accident 

To address the potential influence of vehicle occupancy at the time of the 

accident, the results of the indicator “accidents with casualties”, calculated 

according to the “number of occupants” indicator, are shown below4. For these 

purposes: 

- The number of occupants is calculated only for vehicles that, at the time 

of the accident, were being driven by a young person (i.e. a person aged 

between 15 and 24)5.  

o For example: If two cars driven by a 21 year-old and another by a 

32 year-old are involved in an accidents with casualties, only the 

“number of occupants” of the car driven by the 21 year-old will be 

calculated. 

- Furthermore, the “number of occupants” variable refers to the total number 

of individuals travelling in the vehicle being driven by the young person, 

regardless of age.  

o For example: In the case above, if two passengers aged 28 and 34 

were travelling on the rear seats of a car being driven by a 21 year-

old, the number of occupants will be 3. The number of occupants of 

a vehicle being driven by a 32 year-old will never be counted, even 

if all the passengers were aged between 18 and 24. 

- If two or more vehicles being driven by individuals aged between 15 and 

24 are involved in the same accident with casualties, the “number of 

occupants” will be counted in all of them, which may result in duplication 

when calculating the number of accidents with casualties. 

 

 

 

 
4 For more information, see Annex III: Glossary 
 
5 Since they are only allowed to drive mopeds or motor vehicles. 
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o For example: If four vehicles – one being driven by an 18 year-old 

with 4 passengers (a car, for example), another by a 19 year-old 

without passengers (a bicycle, for example), another by a 23 year-

old with 2 passengers (a car, for example) and another by a 45 

year-old with 1 passenger (a lorry, for example) – were involved in 

an accident with casualties, the result would be: 

▪ 1 accident with casualties and number of occupants = 5 for 

the car being driven by the 18 year-old. 

▪ 1 accident with casualties and number of occupants = 1 for 

the bicycle being ridden by the 19 year-old. 

▪ 1 accident with casualties and number of occupants = 3 for 

the car being driven by the 23 year-old. 

▪ The lorry being driven by the 45 year-old is excluded from 

the calculation. 

- However, the “number of occupants” is calculated only for motor vehicles 

or mopeds with 2 or more seats (i.e. bicycles, personal light electric 

vehicles, quad bikes or similar vehicles are excluded). This is intended to 

limit the study to vehicles legally authorised to transport several people. 

o In the above case, if the vehicle being driven by the 19 year-old was 

a bicycle, it will be excluded from the analysis. We would thus have: 

▪ 1 accident with casualties and number of occupants = 5 for 

the car being driven by the 18 year-old. 

▪ The bicycle being ridden by the 19 year-old excluded from 

the calculation. 

▪ 1 accident with casualties and number of occupants = 3 for 

the car being driven by the 23 year-old. 

▪ The vehicle being driven by the 45 year-old excluded from 

the calculation. 

  



 

Road accident rates: young people 112 

- In addition, only vehicles not intended for public transport will be 

considered (in other words, taxis, vehicles for hire and buses are 

excluded). This is intended to produce a more objective analysis of the 

influence of company as a risk factor because, except in very specific 

cases, the driver has no friendship or family ties with the passengers in 

public transport vehicles. 

o In the above case, if the vehicle being driven by the 23 year-old was 

a taxi, it will be excluded from the analysis. We would thus have: 

▪ 1 accident with casualties and number of occupants = 5 for 

the car being driven by the 18 year-old. 

▪ The vehicle being driven by the 19 year-old excluded from 

the calculation. 

▪ The vehicle being driven by the 23 year-old excluded from 

the calculation. 

▪ The vehicle being driven by the 45 year-old excluded from 

the calculation. 

Conclusion: Although several vehicles driven by individuals aged 15 to 24 might 

be involved in the same accident with casualties, the occupancy of all vehicles 

involved will not necessarily be calculated. However, if the same accident with 

casualties meets the criteria set out above, it may result in duplication when 

calculating the number of accidents with casualties. 

4.2.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

In 2023, in 77% (780) of accidents with casualties on urban roads involving 

drivers aged 15 to 17, the vehicle was carrying only one person, and in 99% (769) 

of cases the vehicle was a moped or motorcycle. In 23% (238) of the remaining 

cases, there were two occupants of the vehicle, which in 98% (234) of cases was 

also a moped or motorcycle. 
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Table 73: Accidents with casualties in which an individual aged 15 to 17 was driving. Disaggregated by number of 

vehicle occupants at the time of the accident and the mode of transport by which they were travelling. Urban roads. 
Spain. 2014-2023. 

      Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17 

  Occupants Mode of transport 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

1 

Moped/motorcycle 633 653 755 739 646 703 482 700 769 769 

Car 16 30 17 12 11 9 7 9 9 9 

Lorry/van 2 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 

Subtotal 651 683 772 752 658 713 490 709 778 780 

2 

Moped/motorcycle 183 221 272 252 221 226 189 242 246 234 

Car 4 5 7 4 1 6 1 4 2 4 

Lorry/van 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Subtotal 187 227 279 256 222 232 190 246 248 238 

Total 838 910 1,051 1,008 880 945 680 955 1,026 1,018 
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On interurban roads, 72% (257) of accidents with casualties involved drivers aged 

15 to 17, the vehicle was carrying only one person and, in 91% (235) of cases, 

the vehicle was a moped or motorcycle. In 28% (100) of the remaining cases, 

there were two occupants of the vehicle, which was again a moped or motorcycle 

94% of the time. 

 

 
Table 74: Accidents with casualties in which an individual aged 15 to 17 was driving. Disaggregated by number of 

vehicle occupants at the time of the accident and the mode of transport by which they were travelling. Interurban roads. 
Spain. 2014-2023. 

    Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 15 to 17 

  Occupants Mode of transport 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 1 

Moped/motorcycle 136 165 202 218 215 196 164 204 215 235 

Car 7 0 1 5 1 2 7 38 13 21 

Lorry/van 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 

Subtotal 144 165 203 223 216 198 172 242 229 257 

2 

Moped/motorcycle 49 63 83 77 61 74 78 89 86 94 

Car 0 5 3 5 3 3 2 6 6 6 

Lorry/van 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Subtotal 49 68 86 82 64 77 81 95 92 100 

Total 193 233 289 305 280 275 253 337 321 357 

  



 

Road accident rates: young people 115 

4.2.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

In 2023, in 78% (8,027) of accidents with casualties on urban roads involving 

drivers aged 18 to 24, the vehicle was only carrying one person. In 56% (4,505) 

of cases the vehicle was a car, and in 39% (3,158) it was a moped or motorcycle. 

In 16% (1,674) of accidents, the vehicle had two occupants, which was a car 71% 

(1,183) of the time. Of vehicles with three occupants – which accounted for 3% 

(359) of the sample – 98% (352) were cars. Of vehicles with four occupants, 

which accounted for 2% (203) of the total, 99% (200) were cars. With respect to 

vehicles with five or more occupants, which accounted for 1% (94 – the second 

highest figure in the series analysed) of the sample, 99% (93 – the highest figure 

in the series analysed) were also cars. 

 
Table 75: Accidents with casualties in which an individual aged 18 to 24 was driving. Disaggregated by number of 

vehicle occupants at the time of the accident and the mode of transport by which they were travelling. Urban roads. 
Spain. 2014-2023. 

      Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24  

  Occupants 
Mode  
of transport 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

1 

Moped/motorcycle 3,048 3,483 3,714 3,758 3,641 3,775 2,528 3,162 3,346 3,158 

Car 4,519 5,108 5,712 5,199 5,135 5,034 3,523 4,536 4,542 4,505 

Lorry/van 268 293 328 352 333 287 239 269 312 364 

Subtotal 7,835 8,884 9,754 9,309 9,109 9,096 6,290 7,967 8,200 8,027 

2 

Moped/motorcycle 543 561 590 553 541 553 384 465 474 457 

Car 1,288 1,465 1,609 1,436 1,338 1,251 917 1,168 1,103 1,183 

Lorry/van 64 43 58 48 40 39 22 30 38 34 

Subtotal 1,895 2,069 2,257 2,037 1,919 1,843 1,323 1,663 1,615 1,674 

3 

Moped/motorcycle 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 

Car 411 441 467 423 383 408 307 416 355 352 

Lorry/van 21 12 21 13 5 6 9 7 9 7 

Subtotal 432 453 488 436 388 416 317 423 365 359 

4 

Moped/motorcycle 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Car 206 236 221 206 209 188 161 193 179 200 

Lorry/van 3 9 5 4 5 3 3 2 1 3 

Subtotal 209 245 226 210 214 191 164 195 180 203 

5 or more 

Moped/motorcycle 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Car 84 92 82 81 91 89 51 87 74 93 

Lorry/van 5 3 3 4 3 1 2 2 6 1 

Subtotal 89 95 85 85 94 90 53 89 80 94 

Total 10,460 11,746 12,810 12,077 11,724 11,636 8,147 10,337 10,440 10,357 
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On interurban roads, a single person was occupying the vehicle – which was a 

car in 74% (2,969) of cases – in 63% (3,987) of accidents with casualties involving 

drivers aged 18 to 24. In 22% (1,389) of cases, the vehicle had two occupants, 

and was a car 87% (1,208) of the time. 8% (474) of vehicles had three occupants, 

and were cars 98% (463) of the time. Vehicles with four occupants accounted for 

4% (279) of the total, and 98% (274) of them were cars. Lastly, 94% (141) of the 

vehicles with five or more occupants, which made up 2% (150) of the sample, 

were also cars. 

 
Table 76: Accidents with casualties in which a person aged 18 to 24 was driving. Disaggregated by number of vehicle 
occupants at the time of the accident and the mode of transport by which they were travelling. Interurban roads. Spain. 

2014-2023. 

      Accidents with casualties involving drivers aged 18 to 24 

  Occupants Mode of transport 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

1 

Moped/motorcycle 553 620 688 744 723 742 587 714 727 875 

Car 2,861 2,841 3,314 3,398 3,338 3,349 2,120 3,030 2,989 2,969 

Lorry/van 206 204 204 222 241 209 142 163 208 143 

Subtotal 3,620 3,665 4,206 4,364 4,302 4,300 2,849 3,907 3,924 3,987 

2 

Moped/motorcycle 119 150 127 157 143 146 90 124 136 133 

Car 1,322 1,263 1,437 1,469 1,421 1,416 943 1,218 1,231 1,208 

Lorry/van 80 87 67 77 74 56 21 40 48 48 

Subtotal 1,521 1,500 1,631 1,703 1,638 1,618 1,054 1,382 1,415 1,389 

3 

Moped/motorcycle 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Car 513 530 603 549 545 518 360 485 466 463 

Lorry/van 19 18 16 29 15 16 13 14 13 11 

Subtotal 532 548 620 578 560 535 373 499 479 474 

4 

Moped/motorcycle 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Car 332 349 342 347 295 308 208 292 271 274 

Lorry/van 8 16 13 11 7 6 3 5 5 5 

Subtotal 340 365 355 358 302 314 211 297 276 279 

5 or more 

Moped/motorcycle 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Car 142 157 188 159 173 156 125 152 147 141 

Lorry/van 18 14 14 13 10 17 2 10 3 9 

Subtotal 160 171 202 172 183 173 127 162 150 150 

Total 6,173 6,249 7,014 7,175 6,985 6,940 4,614 6,247 6,244 6,279 
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4.3 Collision matrices 

4.3.1 15 to 17 year-olds 

Among people aged 15 to 17 on urban roads, cars were the vehicle with which 

people who were killed or were hospitalised with injuries had collided the most, 

which was true for 57% (114) of accident victims. From the opposing perspective, 

57% (113) of 15 to 17 year-olds who were killed or were hospitalised with injuries 

had been travelling by motorcycle or moped. Furthermore, 33% (66) of fatalities 

and hospitalised injured casualties in this age group were involved in collisions 

between motorcycles or mopeds and cars.  

 
Table 77: Collision matrix. Drivers aged 15 to 17 who were killed or were injured and hospitalised. Urban roads. 

Spain. 2023. 

 

Individuals aged 15 to 17 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation. 2023. 

More than 
one 

vehicle 

No 
other 

vehicle 

Bicycle 
+ PLEV 

Pedestrian 
Motorcycles 

and 
mopeds 

Car Lorry Van 
Other 

vehicle 
Total 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian 2 0 1 0 5 26 0 1 4 39 

Bicycle + 
PLEV 

0 7 2 1 0 17 0 0 1 28 

Motorcycles 
and 
mopeds 

6 21 0 0 7 66 2 9 2 113 

Car 0 12 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 

Lorry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Van 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other 
vehicle 

0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 4 

Total 8 41 3 1 12 114 2 10 8 199 
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On interurban roads, if we analyse the other means of transport (with which the 

individual aged 15 to 17 who was killed or suffered injuries requiring 

hospitalisation collided), we see that 46% (57) of collisions occurred without 

another vehicle, followed by 38% (47) with cars. From the opposing point of view, 

48% (59) of 15 to 17 year-olds who died or suffered injuries requiring 

hospitalisation were travelling in cars, followed by 41% (51) who were travelling 

by motorcycle or moped. In 31% (38) of cases, 15 to 17 year-olds died or suffered 

injuries requiring hospitalisation in accidents where a car did not collide with any 

other vehicle. 

 
Table 78: Collision matrix. Drivers aged 15 to 17 who were killed or were injured and hospitalised. Interurban roads. 

Spain. 2023. 

 

Persons aged 15 to 17 who died or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation. 2023. 

More than 
one 

vehicle 

No 
other 

vehicle 

Bicycle 
+ PLEV 

Pedestrian 
Motorcycles 

and 
mopeds 

Car Lorry Van 
Other 

vehicle 
Total 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 1 6 

Bicycle + 
PLEV 

0 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 5 

Motorcycles 
and 
mopeds 

2 15 1 0 4 24 3 1 1 51 

Car 3 38 0 0 0 15 2 0 1 59 

Lorry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Van 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Other 
vehicle 

0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Total 5 57 1 0 4 47 5 2 3 124 
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Lastly, if we analyse urban and interurban roads as a whole, cars were the vehicle 

with which people aged 15 to 17 who were killed or were hospitalised with injuries 

had collided the most, which was true for 50% (161) of accident victims. From 

another perspective, 51% (164) of 15 to 17 year-olds who were killed or were 

hospitalised with injuries had been travelling by motorcycle or moped. 28% (90) 

of individuals in this age group who were killed or were hospitalised with injuries 

had been involved in collisions between motorcycles or mopeds and cars. 

 
Table 79: Collision matrix. Drivers aged 15 to 17 who were killed or were injured and hospitalised. Urban and interurban 

roads. Spain. 2023. 

 

Persons aged 15 to 17 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation. 2023. 

More than 
one 

vehicle 

No 
other 

vehicle 

Bicycle 
+ PLEV 

Pedestrian 
Motorcycles 

and 
mopeds 

Car Lorry Van 
Other 

vehicle 
Total 

U
rb

a
n

 +
 i

n
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian 2 0 1 0 5 30 0 2 5 45 

Bicycle + 
PLEV 

0 9 2 1 0 20 0 0 1 33 

Motorcycles 
and 
mopeds 

8 36 1 0 11 90 5 10 3 164 

Car 3 50 0 0 0 18 2 0 1 74 

Lorry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Van 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Other 
vehicle 

0 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 1 6 

Total 13 98 4 1 16 161 7 12 11 323 

 
 
 
 

 

  



 

Road accident rates: young people 120 

4.3.2 18 to 24 year-olds 

On urban roads, cars were the vehicle with which people aged 18 to 24 who were 

killed or were hospitalised with injuries had collided the most, which was true for 

54% (317) of casualties. From the opposing perspective, 48% (282) of 18 to 24 

year-olds who were killed or were hospitalised with injuries had been travelling 

by motorcycle or moped. Furthermore, 27% (159) of fatalities and hospitalised 

injured casualties among individuals aged 18 to 24 were reported to have been 

in collisions between motorcycles or mopeds and cars. 

 
Table 80: Collision matrix. Drivers aged 18 to 24 who were killed or were injured and hospitalised. Urban roads.  

Spain. 2023. 

 

Persons aged 18 to 24 who died or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation. 2023. 

More than 
one 

vehicle 

No 
other 

vehicle 

Bicycle 
+ PLEV 

Pedestrian 
Motorcycles 

and 
mopeds 

Car Lorry Van 
Other 

vehicle 
Total 

U
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian 8 0 1 0 9 71 1 4 4 98 

Bicycle + 
PLEV 

4 15 2 2 2 51 3 6 2 87 

Motorcycles 
and 
mopeds 

20 65 1 3 5 159 3 17 9 282 

Car 11 54 0 0 0 30 5 1 2 103 

Lorry 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Van 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 3 

Other 
vehicle 

1 3 0 0 0 6 0 1 1 12 

Total 44 138 4 5 16 317 13 31 18 586 
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On interurban roads, if we analyse the other means of transport with which the 

individuals aged 18 to 24 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring 

hospitalisation had collided, we see that 55% (345) of collisions occurred without 

another vehicle. From the opposing point of view, 60% (375) of individuals aged 

18 to 24 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation were 

travelling in cars. Lastly, in 36% (229) of cases, individuals in this age group were 

killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation in accidents where a car did not 

collide with any other vehicle.  

 
Table 81: Collision matrix. Drivers aged 18 to 24 who were killed or were injured and hospitalised. Interurban roads. 

Spain. 2023. 

 

Individuals aged 18 to 24 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation. 2023. 

More than 
one 

vehicle 

No 
other 

vehicle 

Bicycle 
+ PLEV 

Pedestrian 
Motorcycles 

and 
mopeds 

Car Lorry Van 
Other 

vehicle 
Total 

In
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian 5 0 0 0 0 10 2 1 1 19 

Bicycle + 
PLEV 

3 5 0 0 0 11 1 0 1 21 

Motorcycles 
and 
mopeds 

13 91 1 0 6 54 7 10 1 183 

Car 29 229 0 0 2 79 12 12 12 375 

Lorry 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 6 

Van 1 8 0 0 0 4 3 0 0 16 

Other 
vehicle 

0 9 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 10 

Total 52 345 1 0 8 158 27 24 15 630 
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Lastly, if we analyse urban and interurban roads as a whole, 40% (483) of 

casualties occurred in accidents not involving a collision with another vehicle, 

whereas in 39% (475) of cases, the collision was with a car. As regards the 

vehicle, 39% (478) of the individuals aged 18 to 24 who were killed or were 

hospitalised with injuries were travelling in a car, and 38% (465) were travelling 

on a motorcycle or moped. Lastly, 23% (283) of individuals in this age range who 

were killed or were hospitalised with injuries had been travelling in cars that did 

not collide with any other vehicle, whereas 18% (213) had been involved in 

collisions between motorcycles or mopeds and cars. 

 
Table 82: Collision matrix. Drivers aged 18 to 24 who were killed or were injured and hospitalised. 

Urban and interurban roads. Spain. 2023. 

 

Individuals aged 18 to 24 who were killed or suffered injuries requiring hospitalisation. 2023. 

More 
than 
one 

vehicle 

No other 
vehicle 

Bicycle 
 + PLEV 

Pedest
rian 

Motorcycle  
and  

moped 
Car Lorry Van 

Other 
vehicle 

Total 

U
rb

a
n

 +
 i

n
te

ru
rb

a
n

 r
o

a
d

s
 

Pedestrian 13 0 1 0 9 81 3 5 5 117 

Bicycle + 
PLEV 

7 20 2 2 2 62 4 6 3 108 

Motorcycles 
and mopeds 

33 156 2 3 11 213 10 27 10 465 

Car 40 283 0 0 2 109 17 13 14 478 

Lorry 1 3 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 7 

Van 1 9 0 0 0 4 3 2 0 19 

Other vehicle 1 12 0 0 0 6 1 1 1 22 

Total 96 483 5 5 24 475 40 55 33 1,216 
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Annex I: Base tables for the specific analysis of driving 

experience 

Number of young car drivers involved in accidents (with casualties or 

fatalities) 

Table 83: Number of young car drivers involved in accidents with casualties. Disaggregated by driving experience 

(in years and months). Spain, 2014-2023 average. 

 

Number of drivers involved in accidents with casualties according 
to months of driving experience. 

Car drivers aged 18 to 24 holding a B licence. 

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years 

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 1,092 1,107 856 712 673 472 321 

1 month 1,433 1,092 862 806 600 482 267 

2 months 1,371 1,019 849 688 621 478 253 

3 months 1,390 1,023 843 732 604 445 230 

4 months 1,347 1,018 835 674 577 431 206 

5 months 1,276 953 817 711 566 410 209 

6 months 1,179 1,009 818 672 579 377 187 

7 months 1,260 1,016 784 651 553 375 140 

8 months 1,197 965 809 691 534 361 137 

9 months 1,150 979 776 616 524 338 68 

10 months 1,168 938 729 606 515 346 47 

11 months  1,082 895 737 613 506 325 20 

Total 14,945 12,014 9,715 8,172 6,852 4,840 2,085 
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Table 84: Number of young car drivers involved in fatal accidents. Disaggregated by driving experience 

(in years and months). Spain, 2014-2023 average. 

 

Number of drivers involved in fatal accidents according to driving 
experience. 

Only drivers aged 18 to 24 holding a B licence who were travelling in 
cars and were involved in fatal accidents are considered.  

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years  

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 19 21 7 13 7 9 10  

1 month 24 12 18 15 15 7 6  

2 months 26 12 13 15 9 6 5  

3 months 18 13 13 10 12 5 3  

4 months 23 14 16 10 9 10 4  

5 months 19 11 12 14 6 7 3  

6 months 14 23 14 9 8 8 2  

7 months 27 24 10 11 10 6 6  

8 months 21 14 11 9 12 3 2  

9 months 18 14 17 12 10 7 1  

10 months 19 20 17 7 7 4 1  

11 months 25 14 16 9 5 5 1  

Total 253 192 164 134 110 77 44  
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Number of casualties recorded in cars driven by young people  

 

Table 85: Number of casualties recorded in cars driven by young people. Recorded data on accidents with casualties. 

Disaggregated by driving experience (in years and months). Spain, 2014-2023 average. 

 

Number of casualties according to months of driving experience.  
Casualties who were travelling in cars driven by individuals aged 18 

to 24 holding a B licence.  

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years  

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 1,854 1,713 1,255 994 949 657 427  

1 month 2,278 1,655 1,262 1,143 842 675 380  

2 months 2,162 1,520 1,208 1,003 845 631 354  

3 months 2,174 1,534 1,215 1,040 847 621 296  

4 months 2,067 1,545 1,265 969 822 598 298  

5 months 1,980 1,408 1,186 995 810 544 288  

6 months 1,830 1,499 1,177 932 799 538 243  

7 months 1,923 1,491 1,139 929 779 501 191  

8 months 1,823 1,426 1,175 982 758 482 206  

9 months 1,734 1,454 1,105 878 674 472 93  

10 months 1,805 1,396 1,019 847 712 467 78  

11 months 1,676 1,327 1,044 914 702 440 30  

Total 23,306 17,968 14,050 11,626 9,539 6,626 2,884  
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Table 86: Number of casualties recorded in cars driven by young people. Recorded data on fatal accidents. 

Disaggregated by driving experience (in years and months). Spain, 2014-2023 average. 

 

Number of casualties according to driving experience.  
Only victims involved in fatal accidents who were travelling in cars 

being driven by persons aged 18 to 24 holding a B licence are 
considered.  

0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years  

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 49 44 8 21 9 16 16  

1 month 65 26 35 34 32 15 8  

2 months 51 21 23 22 11 7 13  

3 months 41 25 31 22 18 7 4  

4 months 56 30 42 18 12 22 7  

5 months 40 21 24 22 11 13 4  

6 months 35 45 28 13 18 12 3  

7 months 61 47 20 24 15 9 9  

8 months 45 35 20 21 23 8 3  

9 months 45 29 25 19 15 12 2  

10 months 36 39 32 8 14 5 4  

11 months  67 18 22 16 9 6 1  

Total 591 380 310 240 187 132 74  
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Census of young drivers 

 

Table 87: Number of registered young people holding a B licence. Disaggregated by driving experience (in years and 

months). Spain, average for 2014-2023, as of 31 December. 

 

Number of registered B licence holders according to months of driving 
experience as of 31/12. 

2014-2023 average 

 
0 years 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 6 years  

M
o

n
th

s
 

0 months 22,633 21,953 20,664 19,289 17,640 15,100 10,985  

1 month 30,467 28,940 27,246 25,539 23,355 19,678 13,386  

2 months 29,663 28,960 28,139 26,512 24,243 20,502 13,815  

3 months 31,541 30,642 29,444 28,086 26,226 22,517 14,315  

4 months 17,557 16,891 15,935 14,229 11,737 9,160 4,581  

5 months 31,347 29,549 27,656 25,294 22,523 17,957 9,014  

6 months 26,528 23,837 21,367 18,566 16,393 12,149 4,779  

7 months 25,419 22,928 20,582 17,848 16,882 11,968 3,875  

8 months 23,102 21,643 19,634 16,940 16,170 11,606 3,367  

9 months 26,696 23,998 21,722 19,250 17,442 12,544 2,670  

10 months 27,157 25,178 23,266 20,687 17,554 12,610 1,828  

11 months  25,545 24,368 23,218 21,420 18,314 13,274 649  

Total 317,655 298,887 278,873 253,660 228,479 179,065 83,264  

 

Note: the total number of registered B licence holders progressively decreases as driving experience increases. This is 

partially explained by the criterion used to create the table, whereby persons with more driving experience can only be 

adults (for example, an 18 year-old cannot have held their licence for more than 1 year, but a 24 year-old may have held 

one for between 0 and 6 years). 
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Annex II: Sources of information 

Databases used 

National Register for Road Traffic Accident Victims. 

The National Register for Road Traffic Accident Victims (regulated by Order 

INT/2223/2014, of 27 October, governing the report of information to the National 

Register for Road Traffic Accident Victims) contains the data concerning road 

traffic accidents with casualties, defined as those accidents in which at least one 

of the persons involved was injured. 

The data is reported to the register by the law enforcement officers in charge of 

traffic surveillance and monitoring. In the case of the Autonomous Regions of 

Catalonia and the Basque Country, the data is sent by the regional authorities 

with responsibility for traffic. 

Population figures from the Spanish National Statistical Institute [INE]. 

The population figures statistical operation provides a quantitative 

measurement of the resident population in Spain, in each autonomous region, in 

each province and on each island (for the island provinces), disaggregated 

according to basic demographic characteristics such as gender, year of birth, 

age, nationality and country of birth. A population series is available for 1971 

onwards, which is obtained from intercensal population estimates for the period 

1971-2012, and from the Population figures operation itself from 2012 onwards. 
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Methodology 

The aim of this report is to analyse the figures for road traffic accidents involving 

young people. For this, we used the United Nations definition of “young person”6 

as individuals between the ages of 15 and 24 years. 

In addition, these age ranges match those set by the European Road Safety 

Observatory (ERSO) through its Facts and Figures7 reports. 

However, from the perspective of mobility, the following should be taken into 

consideration: people aged 15 and over gradually acquire access to certain 

types of driving licence. In fact, pursuant to Article 4 of the General Driving 

Regulation, the AM licence can be obtained from age 15, gradually increasing up 

to 24, the minimum age for accessing the class D licence. In the case of the class 

B licence – the most common as it applies to cars weighing up to 3,500 kg – the 

minimum age is 18. 

Considering all these points, this report structures the analysis around accident, 

mortality and morbidity rates across the following stages: 

- On one hand, the 15 to 17 age group, defined as “young people”, and who 

mostly travel as pedestrians or passengers. Those who travel as drivers 

should also be distinguished within this group. 

- On the other hand, the 18 to 24 age group, also defined as “young people” 

but who in this case can no longer be regarded mostly as pedestrians or 

passengers since they may drive a wide range of vehicles.  

  

 
6 https://www.un.org/es/global-issues/youth 
 
7https://road-safety.transport.ec.europa.eu/european-road-safety-observatory/data-and-
analysis/facts-and-figures_en  
 

https://www.un.org/es/global-issues/youth
https://road-safety.transport.ec.europa.eu/european-road-safety-observatory/data-and-analysis/facts-and-figures_en
https://road-safety.transport.ec.europa.eu/european-road-safety-observatory/data-and-analysis/facts-and-figures_en
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To take into account the different positions of casualties at the time of an accident 

(pedestrian, driver or passenger), the accident figures for all persons aged 15 to 

17 and 18 to 24 are analysed in section 2 Basic characteristics of accidents 

involving young people, regardless of whether they were travelling as 

pedestrians, drivers or passengers. The section Identification of accident 

characteristics was drafted solely using figures on the number of drivers who 

were casualties in a road traffic accident.  

In any case, the results of each of the age groups have been calculated on the 

basis of 4 basic indicators (accidents with casualties, fatalities, hospitalised 

injured casualties and non-hospitalised injured casualties) over the period 2014-

2023 with consolidated data (at 30 days) on all urban and interurban roads in 

Spain. This is without prejudice to the fact that, in some cases, such as the section 

in which the collision matrices are analysed8, the indicators of fatalities and 

hospitalised injured casualties have been added in order to have a broader basis 

for calculation, or that, in other cases such as the section on the European 

context, the data provided covers different periods owing to the availability of 

information. 

  

 
8 Collision matrices are an instrument for analysing the accident rate from the perspective of 
means of transport involved in the accident. The rows in the collision matrix comprise the 
casualty's means of transport, whether it concerns fatalities or hospitalised casualties, all of whom 
are young people for the purposes of this report, while the columns include the other means of 
transport involved in the accident, if any. 
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Annex III: Glossary 

Accident with casualties: Accident with fatalities, hospitalised injured casualties 

or non-hospitalised injured casualties. 

Fatal accident: Road traffic accident in which at least one person was killed 

within the first 30 days. 

Fatality: Individual who was killed as a result of the accident within the first 30 

days. 

Hospitalised injured casualty: Individual who was injured as a result of the 

accident and hospitalised for more than 24 hours. 

Weekdays: Period from Monday at 00:00 to Friday at 14:59. 

Weekend: Period from Friday at 15:00 to Sunday at 23:59. 

Fatality rate: The fatality rate is defined as the number of fatalities per 100 

casualties. 

Number of occupants: All individuals travelling in the same vehicle at the time 

of the accident, regardless of whether they were a driver or passenger. 

Motor vehicle: A motor-powered vehicle pursuant to Annex II of the General 

Vehicle Regulation. Mopeds, trams, vehicles for persons with reduced mobility, 

pedal cycles with pedal assistance and personal light electric vehicles are 

excluded from this definition. 

Moped: The following vehicles are considered mopeds pursuant to Annex II of 

the General Vehicle Regulation: 

- Two-wheeled moped: Two-wheeled vehicle, fitted with an engine with a 

cylinder capacity not exceeding 50 cc, if powered by an internal 

combustion engine, and with a maximum design speed of 45 km/h. 

- Three-wheeled moped: Three-wheeled vehicle, fitted with an engine with 

a cylinder capacity not exceeding 50 cc, if powered by an internal 

combustion engine, and with a maximum design speed of 45 km/h. 

- Light quadricycle: Defined in accordance with annex I of Regulation (EU) 

No 168/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 January 

2013, for category L6e. 
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- Heavy quadricycle: Defined in accordance with annex I of Regulation (EU) 

No 168/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 January 

2013, for category L7e. 

- Powered cycle: Defined in accordance with annex I of Regulation (EU) No 

168/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 January 

2013, for category L1e-A. 

EU27: All 27 European Union Member States, following the withdrawal of the 

United Kingdom (Brexit). 

EFTA: The European Free Trade Association, currently comprising Iceland, 

Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 
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